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RESEARCH CONDUCTED by On the Beach has revealed Spain
as the best value destination when comparing the length of its
beaches, sun hours and average water temperature versus the
cost of a holiday during the busy summer sun period.
As millions of British families prepare to jet off to the sun,

many are still yet to book their beach holiday. To help sun-
starved Brits choose the perfect destination for their holiday in
the sun, On the Beach has compared those all-important
factors to reveal the very best value for money.
The research revealed the ever-popular Spanish resort of

Lloret De Mar on the Costa Brava as the best value destination,
enjoying more than 58 hours of sun per week, 48km of beach
and an average water temperature of 23 degrees.
Benidorm, on the Costa Blanca, famed for its beaches

and nightlife offers the second-best value for money in
terms of sun versus the cost of a holiday. The ever-

popular resort offers holidaymakers 72 hours of sun each
week, 57km of sandy beach and an average water
temperature of 23 degrees.
Offering more beach than any other resort, Torremolinos

grabs third place with almost 80km of sandy beach, 77
hours of sun and an average water temperature of 22
degrees. The research found that the Mediterranean resort
town on southern Spain's Costa del Sol, offers fantastic
value for money when comparing the cost of a holiday
versus its beaches, sun hours and water temperature.
Whilst the Mallorcan resort of Santa Ponsa grabs fifth place,

with more than 70 hours of sun each week, Greece and its
islands, which have been popular hot-spots for holidaymakers
for many years, takes the fourth, six and seventh spots with
Crete, Halkidiki and Rhodes all providing excellent value for
money for those seeking, sun, sea and a swim.
The research also revealed many other popular European

beach destinations offering great value for money in terms
of beach and sun versus the overall cost of a holiday. The
Canary Island of Gran Canaria and the sun-kissed island of
Cyprus with its warm waters averaging 26 degrees during
the summer period, complete the top ten list.

A GROUP of homeworkers from The Personal Travel Agents at Co-operative Travel recently attended an exclusive fam visit to four of Sandals'
resorts in the Caribbean, staying at Sandals Grande Antigua Resort and Spa in Antigua and Sandals Regency La Toc in Saint Lucia. The group also
visited Sandals Halcyon Beach and Sandals Grande St. Lucian during their time in Saint Lucia. The 12 Personal Travel Agents on the trip were
selected because they were top sellers of the Sandals and Beaches product, because they are specialists in the luxury and long-haul market or
because they are new to Sandals Resorts and were seeking to increase their knowledge of the product. Pictured are, from the left: Dean Legge,
Angela Brooks, Paul Arthurs, Andrea Gilbert, Amanda Pritchard, Terri Purshouse, Lyndsey West, Ros Small - all agents with The Personal Travel
Agents at Co-operative Travel; Jacinta Stanio, Sandals Regency La Toc; Karen Oates, new agent support manager at The Personal Travel Agents;
Dawn Neicho, Christine Smith, Zona Keverne-Gamble and Michelle Tolton - all agents with The Personal Travel Agents at Co-operative Travel.
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Riviera adds new 2019 tour itineraries 
RIVIERA TRAVEL has added six new tours for next year. 
As an example, a Montenegro escorted tour combines

history with mountain scenery coastlines and explores well-
known attractions, such as Budva’s picturesque old town
and the bay of Kotor, as well as hidden gems like the city of
Shkodër in neighbouring Albania.
Highlights include guided tours of Budva, such as a wine

tasting afternoon at a local winery, the Royal Capital of
Cetinje with a tour of the Royal Palace and the UNESCO
listed Kotor and Perast villages. Prices start from £849 per
person and include flights from London and Manchester
airports, seven nights' four-star breakfast accommodation
and four evening meals plus all tours and transfers as
detailed in the itinerary.
Also new is an eight-day Basque Country, La Rioja and

Burgos escorted tour. Highlights include guided tours of
San Sebastian, featuring traditional tapas tastings,
medieval Bayonne and the foothills of the Pyrenees. The
itinerary also includes a tasting at a renowned La Rioja
winery and visits to the gothic cathedral of Burgos and the
UNESCO listed Altamira Caves. 
Prices start from £899 and include flights from selected

UK airports, seven nights’ four-star accommodation with
breakfast, one dinner and all tours and transfers as
detailed in the itinerary. 
The operator has also introduced a variety of new pre-

bookable ‘personalise your holiday’ options. They include a
'Fast Track’ skip the queue security and airport lounge
access at a selection of airports and free time activities and
experiences on selected tours, such as Brown Bear
Watching on the Transylvania and Bucharest tour, a scenic
lakeside horse and carriage ride  on the Austrian, Tyrol and
Innsbruck tour, or a colourful Flamenco show in Madrid on
the Madrid and Salamanca tour. 
For more information or to book see
rivieratravel.co.uk/european-tours or call 01283-245345.
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COACH CELEBRATION...Shearings Holidays took delivery of two of its
new ‘Celebration Class’ coaches at its head quarters in Wigan. All of
the company’s 30 new coaches are being individually named to honour
loyal customers and drivers both past and present in celebration of
their life and loyalty to the company. Re-designed interiors include
new lateral movement seats to allow more ‘elbow room’ (the aisle
seat can shift out into the aisle) plus additional impact protection
technology, integrated satellite navigation systems and all terrain
auto cruise control, which effectively allows the vehicle to provide the
safest, smoothest and consistent journey by ‘sensing’ road conditions,
gradients as well as the presence of other road users. The new
vehicles also feature individual USB charge points and Wi-Fi, plus a
new in-coach entertainment system is due to launch soon. Pictured
welcoming the new coaches to Wigan are Richard Calvert from
Specialist Leisure Group and Jane Atkins from Shearings.

FINDING COMPREHENSIVE travel insurance that offers value-
for-money can be a minefield. Throw in the perceived
complication of a pre-existing medical condition, and potential
higher premiums can put people off taking a holiday altogether.  
Research undertaken by insurance broker and risk

management specialist Gallagher has revealed that nearly a
third of people would forgo a holiday in order to avoid paying
the higher travel insurance premiums that holidaymakers can
face when a pre-existing medical condition is declared.
Whilst more than half of holidaymakers would travel

without insurance or not disclose an illness to avoid an
increased premium, both of these situations could potentially
lead to someone facing large medical bills if they needed
treatment abroad and have no travel insurance in place.
Enable Travel Insurance Services is a new travel insurance

solution that was set up specifically to address this. It covers
more than 1,300 pre-existing conditions and offers both single
and multi-trip policies. 

Poll reveals insurance premiums put
people off from booking a holiday

Big adventure offerings from Saga
SAGA IS offering a range of small group, big adventure
escorted tours designed to provide a more immersive
experience for 12 to 17 guests as they watch wildlife
and visit cultural heritage sights.
Ethiopia is explored on an ‘Ethiopia: An Antique Land’

tour, where a small group of up to 16 guests can
discover the country’s cultural heritage, natural beauty
and ancient ruins including four UNESCO-listed sites.
Prices for 12 nights start from £2,849 departing
Heathrow on October 3 and November 7, plus scheduled
dates next year including February 13, April 10, October
16 and November 6.
Meanwhile, a ‘Trail of Giants’ option offers a safari into

the wilderness that begins with a visit to Victoria Falls in
Zimbabwe. Groups (of up to 12) will stay in three lodges and
time will be split between game drives and nature walks.
Prices for 12 nights start from £3,599 departing

Heathrow on May 8, June 14, September 4 and October
16, 2019. There are also solo departures on January 18,
March 6, and November 6, 2019.
Guests on the adventure tours will receive VIP travel

service to transport them to the airport and prices also
include travel insurance.
For details call 0800-056 0464 or visit saga.co.uk/worldwide
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PREMIER HOLIDAYS has launched a
campaign to push British Columbia
following a strong increase in sales for 2018.
The operator has seen a 40% increase in

sales year-on-year to the destination this
year and the joint campaign with
Destination British Columbia is designed to
take advantage of its rise in popularity,
offering alternative places to see and things
to do alongside bucket list experiences.
Agents have access to a range of

promotional materials including a selection of
self-drive deals offering savings per couple,
window posters, flyers, a themed video and
social media images – all which can be
downloaded from the company’s website.
As an extra incentive, agents can earn

themselves up to £100 for every booking
made by July 31 to British Columbia,
dependent on the value and the number of
nights in the itinerary outside Vancouver.
Offers include a ten-night Valleys and

Vineyards Explorer, with stays in Vancouver,
Osoyoos, Kelowna, Kamloops and Whistler
from £1,249 per person and an 11-night
Coastal Waterfront Wonders itinerary from
£1,899, offering clients stops in Vancouver,
Victoria, Duncan, Tofino, Campbell River,
Sonora Desert and Nanaimo. All deals are
based on two adults sharing and include
flights and car hire. 
For more information visit
trade.premierholidays.co.uk or call 
0844-493 7444.

newsbulletin

RETALLACK RESORT and Spa, a five-star holiday village between Newquay and Padstow, is offering a
free upgrade to one of the following packages: Family Fun, Cool Canines or Indulge Together when
clients arrive on or before July 21. A minimum seven-night stay applies. Rates start from £519 for
four-night short breaks and from £569 per week. For details see retallackresort.co.uk/

Club Med opens sales for summer 2019 this month
CLUB MED will launch its summer sale for next year on July 18 .
As examples, five trident resorts on sale include Cefalù in Italy, La Plantation d’Albion and

Albion Villas in Mauritius, Finolhu Villas in the Maldives and Valmorel Chalets in France.
Four trident resorts include Kani in the Maldives, Cancún Yucatán in Mexico,

Marrakech La Palmeraie in Morocco, Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic and Les
Arcs Panorama in France.
During the three first days after the sales opening, clients will be offered a guaranteed

early booking offer with 15% off for all 28 resorts and for all departure dates.
Meanwhile, families will also enjoy a kids stay free offer for all children aged under six.

For more information see clubmedpages.com/summer2019preview/#agent

New campaign from Premier promotes British Columbia 

New e-visa service
for travel to Egypt

THE EGYPTIAN
government has introduced
a new e-Visa service,
whereby citizens from
stated countries, including
the UK, can now easily
obtain an entry visa online. 

The new service offers
an alternative to
applications upon arrival,
or through the Egyptian
Consulate prior to travel.

Simplifying travel to the
country and speeding up
the process at border
control, residents from 46
countries across Europe,
Asia and Australasia can
now apply for a visa
through a simple online
application form.

A single-entry tourist
visa is priced at $25, while
a multiple entry tourist
visa costs $60, with
payment required on a
credit or debit card.
Tourist visas granted
using the e-visa system
are valid for a maximum of
three months.

Amr El Ezabi, director
UK & Ireland for the
Egyptian Tourist Authority,
said: “We want travel to
Egypt to be as seamless
as possible and in the
digital age this new e-Visa
system is an important
step towards simplifying
the process. The latest
tourism figures have
shown a significant rise in
arrivals and we hope that
this trend continues as
more people are
encouraged to visit our
diverse nation.”

Travellers are advised
to make an e-Visa
application at least seven
days before departure.
Entry requirements on
arrival include a passport
valid for at least eight
months, a printout of your
e-visa and your travel
itinerary, with
accommodation details.
For more details or to
apply for a visa visit
visa2egypt.gov.eg
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WIZZ AIR has announced a new direct flight route from
Luton to Eilat in Israel, with flights scheduled to start on
October 28.  
As the southernmost city in Israel, Eilat is renowned

for its combination of surrounding desert landscape, its
picturesque bay and year-round sunny climate. 
The destination offers a plethora of hotels,

restaurants and cafes, beaches and a variety of year-
round attractions and activities to keep visitors
entertained. Activities include diving at Coral Reef,
swimming with dolphins at Dolphin Reef, as well as a

variety of jeep tours, camel trekking and star-gazing
experiences available in the surrounding Arava desert.
Yariv Levin, Israel’s minister of tourism, said: “We are

delighted that Wizz Air has decided to launch a second
route from the UK, its primary route has been from
Luton to Tel Aviv. This is a very exciting time for travel to
Israel, with the launch of many new carriers and routes
from across the globe. With more carriers flying to
Israel it is clear that there is an ever-increasing demand
to visit Israel.”
For more information visit goisrael.com

travelbulletin.co.ukJuly 6 20186

newsbulletin

INVERNESS TO ICELAND…Super Break’s Wendy Cameron visited Inverness Airport recently to
promote the operator’s Incredible Iceland short break to Akureyri, direct from Inverness Airport this
winter. Pictured with Wendy is Graeme Bell from Inverness Airport.

New Zealand government finalises plans for new Tourism Tax in 2019 
THE NEW Zealand Government is finalising plans for a new ‘Tourism Tax’ which is expected to be up to NZ$35
per person (about £18) paid on entry to the country.
Although no date has yet been set for the start of the levy it is likely to come into operation in late 2019 and will

affect anyone travelling thereafter. 
Paul Carberry, founder of New Zealand In Depth and specialist travel advisor, said; “At the moment the plans

are still being finalised and nothing has been set in stone, however the word across the New Zealand tourism
industry is to expect changes to be enforced by the end of 2019.”
It is expected that the Tourism Tax will apply to the majority of travellers. Current plans would exclude children

under two years-old, Australian citizens and permanent residents, people from the Pacific Islands Forum
countries (including Tonga and Samoa), anyone travelling on a diplomatic medical and humanitarian visa,
military, business visitor visas and APEC business traveller card holders.
The new visa and ETA system is estimated to raise up to NZ$80million a year. Carberry said: “There has been a

surge in tourism in New Zealand in the last four years and this understandably puts a strain on infrastructure.
Reports show that money raised from this project will be directed towards this and the ongoing conservation of
native New Zealand animal and plant species.”
More specifically, documentation from the project has specified that the money raised will initially be spent on

amenities including car parks, toilets and walking track maintenance, and in support of conservation projects
including native planting, breeding programmes and predator eradication. 
Carberry concluded:“These are all things that will ultimately benefit visitors and it’s great to see the New Zealand

Government giving some targeted funding to the Department of Conservation and local operators. It’s something we
believe in too.”

New direct Luton-Eilat route from Wizz Air planned for October launch 

Summer vibes tour
from AMResorts

AGENTS INTERESTED in
networking, summer
barbecues and the chance
to win a selection of
prizes should check out
AMResorts’ Summer
Vibes tour, which visits
locations throughout
England and Scotland. 

Events take place in
Manchester on August 1,
Birmingham on August 8,
Horsham on August 14,
Glasgow on August 15,
Newcastle on August 21
and London on August 23.
There will also be the
chance for agents to win a
place on the company’s
Mexico fam trip. 
For more information see
travelbulletin.co.uk/
amresorts
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Norwegian introduces new slimline seats on
transatlantic flights 

NORWEGIAN HAS taken delivery of its first Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft with an upgraded cabin of new slimline seats that
have been designed to offer more comfort on longer routes
and to give taller passengers more personal space.

The airline has more than 100 Boeing 737 MAX on order
and will take delivery of 12 of these throughout this year.

The aircraft will service Norwegian’s transatlantic
routes to New York and Providence near Boston, from the
UK and Ireland and, as part of the airline’s fleet
modernisation plan, the 737 MAX will replace older
Boeing 737-800s on short-haul routes.

For the one-year anniversary of launching non-stop
transatlantic flights to smaller cities on the US East Coast,
the carrier has introduced the new RECARO 3710C seat.

The new additions offer a 30-inch seat pitch and
measure 16.8 inches wide. They are also lighter than
older models, reducing the weight of the aircraft and
therefore reducing fuel burn. 

Thomas Ramdahl, chief commercial officer for the
airline, said: “More than 370,000 customers have flown
Norwegian between the UK & Ireland and the US East Coast
and now thousands more passengers can fly in slimmer
seats that provide more space for the longer flights. 

“The Boeing 737 MAX’s versatility can provide
passengers with lower fares on direct transatlantic routes
and shorter flights as we plan to replace older aircraft as
we maintain a young, modern and fuel-efficient fleet.”

newsbulletin

Book early message getting through to
consumers according to Gold Medal
THE TRAVEL industry’s message that you have to book early to
get the best deal is starting to get through to holidaymakers,
according to new figures from Gold Medal.
Figures indicate that families are flocking to secure their

favourite destinations well in advance, helping reverse the
trend of trying to bag a last-minute bargain. 
The operator has witnessed a dramatic increase in

bookings from agents on departures booked up to 19 months
in advance. The most significant increases were seen in
popular family destinations such as the Maldives, Florida,
Dubai and the Caribbean, especially during the high demand
school holiday periods.
Lisa McAuley, managing director for dnata Travel B2B

Europe, said: “As an industry we have been saying for years that
the way to guarantee the holiday you want at the best price is to
book it early, but the combination of excess capacity and the
internet has made that a hard message to always make stick. 
“Nowadays suppliers manage their inventory much better

and agents are securing those early deals for their consumers.”
As a result of securing its hotel rates and offers up to two

years in advance and passing on this guaranteed pricing to
agents, the trade specialist has seen huge booking leaps for
holidays departing in the Easter, summer and Christmas
breaks for 2019.
For example, sales for Easter 2019 in the Caribbean were up

101%, while early business to Florida for the summer 2019 leapt
49%. Meanwhile, Christmas 2019 was up 159% for Thailand.
To capitalise on the shifting attitudes, the operator has

released its latest Florida and Caribbean & Mexico 2019
brochures, which offer agents the chance to book
throughout 2019.
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•   NEW: Win a £100 Love2Shop voucher 
with Ottawa. 

•   Win one of five places on the Latin
Routes academy trip to Rio De Janeiro.   

•   Up to £500 Love2Shop vouchers to be
won with Coral Expeditions.

•   Win a three-night stay at any Sandos or
Marconfort Hotel.

Visit travelbulletin.co.uk 
to enter

St John’s, Newfoundland

I ATTENDED the Travel Brit Awards which were held
at Primrose Valley Filey recently. What a great
evening! It was nice to catch up with Den Ashby from
ABTA who handed the award for best use of ABTA
logos to Helen Parry from Arundel Travel in Otley
(who only opened in December 2017!), so well done
Helen. It was also nice to see Mike Bowers from
Shearings, Sarah from Hoseasons and Gemma and
Sas from Newmarket who both looked great in their
tennis outfits! I do hope Louise Tansey’s back is much
better...she could hardly move getting onto the stage. I
know the feeling! I’m having acupuncture for mine at
the hospital which has helped.

By the time you read this I should be on my way to
Crete back to Gouves. As usual my case will be half
full of cat stuff for Maureen, who is a volunteer for the
Greek Cat Welfare and goes around feeding the cats
and catching them for neutering, so I take her lots of
flea stuff and special feed for the kittens.

I’m getting giddy as time is racing by and it will
soon be Thursday July 26 and the 21st Yorkshire
Travel Ball! Where have those 21 years gone?! I’ve
still got a few tickets left for those tour operators that
don’t want a full table. Email me at
s.murray922@btinternet.com - the money raised will
be going to the animal charities – cats, dogs,
elephants and donkeys! 

‘No one ever moved forward standing still’ and
‘When life puts you in difficult situations don’t say why
me? Just say - try me’. 

by SANDRA MURRAY
in Normanton, Yorkshire

To respond to any 
of Sandy’s comments email 

lauretta.wright@travelbulletin.co.uk 

newsbulletin
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New BOGOF offer from CMV 
CRUISE & Maritime Voyages (CMV) is offering a 'Buy One,
Get One Free' deal on a 30-night discovery visiting Canada. 
On the four-week voyage, Marco Polo will spend 16

days discovering Eastern Canada sailing from London
Tilbury on September 5, available from £1,994 per
person based on a full fare of £3,989.
The itinerary includes Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,

Prince Edward Island, Íles de la Madeleine and Montréal
with an overnight stay in Québec and the chance to
cruise the St Lawrence River. 
Prices are based on two sharing a twin inner cabin with

the first passenger paying the full fare of £3,989 and the
second passenger travelling for free. 
Fares include full board cuisine, afternoon teas and late-

night snacks, Captain’s Cocktail Party, complimentary tea
and coffee from 06:00-midnight, entertainment, cabarets
and classical interludes, daytime activities and leisure
facilities, guest speaker and arts & crafts, porterage of
luggage, port to cabin and port taxes. 
For further information see cruiseandmaritime.com or call
0844-998 3877.

Normanton...
Notes from
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HIGH FLIERS…Baldwins Travel secured a £50,000+sale for a group of 13 friends and family to Orlandowith Funway, so the operator’s key account manager,Craig Liddle (right), went to congratulate the agency.Pictured with Craig is the agency’s Trevor Ridler,Betina McCue (second from left) and Jackie Nocton. 

Booking incentives
�  Crystal is giving agents the opportunity to earn a
£150 voucher for every ocean, yacht or river booking
they make this month. For every Getaway sailing
booked agents can earn £75 in vouchers. For details
call 020-7399 7601.

�  throuGhout this month agents booking any Paul
Gauguin Cruises’ 2018 cruise will earn a £150
lifestyle voucher. there is no limit to the number
of bookings, so the more cruises agents book, the
more money they will earn. all bookings must be made
by July 31. For details see pgcruises.com

�  iF only… is motivating agents to secure more Dubai
bookings this summer with a monthly prize draw of a
holiday to Dubai until september. agents booking
Palm hotels, including the anantara the Palm Dubai
resort, sofitel Dubai the Palm resort & spa or
Waldorf astoria Dubai Palm Jumeirah, will be awarded
a bonus entry. in addition, for every Dubai booking
made in the next three months that includes Emirates
flights, agents will be able to offer their clients
Dubai Parks tickets. the one-day passes can be used
to soak up movie-making glamour at Motiongate and
Bollywood, the rides at legoland or the fun at
legoland Water Park. 

�  BournE lEisurE is giving agents the chance to win
up to £100 in love2shop vouchers every week when
they make and register a Butlin’s, haven or Warner
leisure hotels booking between now and august 12.

�  to CElEBratE the launch of travel 2’s new brochure,
the operator is giving agents the chance to win one
of three bottles of luxury Jo Malone perfume. two
lucky agents can win a bottle each by making a
qualifying booking from the new brochure before July
18, whilst a third will be won by an agent who posts
the most creative picture featuring the brochure to
one of the operator's social media channels before
July 18.

agentbulletin

Agent
competition

AGENTS HAVE the chance to win
a two-night trip for two to

Budapest including flights, transfers,
breakfast accommodation in a four-
star hotel and a half day walking
tour. To enter, make a booking with
Osprey Holidays before the end of
August and email references to
marketing@ospreyholidays.com,
with ‘WIN BUDAPEST’ in the

subject line. 
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FINNAIR IS offering customers flying from the UK to cities
in Europe a quick stopover option in Finland en route to
their final destination.
Passengers will be able to take a two-centre city break, for

the price of one, with tickets starting from £205 return for
flights from London, Manchester and Edinburgh to popular
Eastern European destinations, such as Tallin, Stockholm
and St Petersburg via the Finnish capital, Helsinki.
Andrew Fish, the carrier's general manager UK & Ireland

& Benelux, said: “Our StopOver offer proved such a success
with customers flying to Finnair’s 19 destinations in Asia
that we’re thrilled to be able to extend this to our
customers seeking to combine a short-haul European
break with a visit to fantastic Finland.”

Customers can combine a wide variety of activities and
tours while in Finland. The centre of Helsinki is just half an
hour away from Helsinki Airport, enabling StopOver
customers to enjoy the city’s unique seaside atmosphere,
design district, cozy cafés, restaurants and hotels. 
The airline flies from London to Helsinki up to five times

a day operating both Airbus A350 and A320 aircraft and
twice daily from Manchester and Edinburgh on Airbus
A319s and Embraer E90s.
Fares from Heathrow start from £97 return in Economy

Class and £514 return in Business, including all taxes 
and charges. 
For further information and reservations, visit
finnair.com/gb/gb/stopover or call 020-8001 0101.

travelbulletin.co.ukJuly 6 201810
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Funway campaign offers up to 65% savings 
TO CELEBRATE this year's American Independence Day on
July 4, Funway Holidays has given its ‘Departures’ deals mini-
brochure a makeover, with a US theme and a selection of
offers to the US, Mexico and the Caribbean for 2018/19. 
The brochure includes early 2019 availability in a

selection of destinations and low holiday deposits starting
from £99 per person
Prices start from £399 per person for three nights in

Boston staying at the three-and-a-half-star Doubletree by
Hilton Boston. The price includes direct flights with Virgin
Atlantic from Heathrow on February 14, 2019. 

European Waterways announces
‘Cruises for Everyone’ promotion
WITH THE appeal of small-group travel continuing to grow
in popularity, European Waterways has announced a last-
minute 'Cruises for Everyone' promotion of 20% off whole
barge charter prices, applicable to selected cruise
departures throughout its fleet this summer. 
With the discount, prices start from £17,800 for six nights

and apply to a range of cruise areas in France. The
promotion is valid through to August 6. 
According to Derek Banks, the company's managing

director, the relatively small number of guests per vessel -
from eight to 20 - allows the company to tailor experiences
to match the interests of each group, making them true
'cruises for everyone'. 
He said: “Whether it’s golf, wine appreciation or special

occasions such as anniversaries and birthdays, we can
modify our itineraries to include more of what they love.
With multi-generational groups, for example, adults can
savour gourmet meals prepared with locally- sourced
ingredients by our on-board master chef, while children can
enjoy an informal array of delicious barbecue food. 
"In addition to this, tailored family activities such as

waterpark visits, zoo trips, or mini golf are available in
abundance, and we can even arrange tennis
tournaments, bicycle rallies or golf competitions to
accommodate sports enthusiasts.” 
The 20% off promotion also applies to cabins on the

selected departures. Other cruises are also waiving
the single supplement this season and offering
alternative amenities. 
For further information see europeanwaterways.com

with Eileen...At home
What has h

omewor
ker Eilee

n

been up 
to this m

onth?

MY SON who lives in Sydney is pleased to hear about
the good weather as he’s arriving here in a few weeks.
The weather in Sydney is not good at the moment with
rain and strong winds, so I just hope it doesn’t follow
him over.
Surprisingly, I haven’t yet been away this year

unless you count a night in Droitwich. I was hoping to
get a holiday booked before my son arrives but it just
hasn’t happened. However, I have just booked a
Seine cruise at the end of August which I am looking
forward to. My son is bringing his two year old
daughter and new baby over with him, so I have a
feeling things might be a bit hectic and that I’ll be
more than ready for a break by then!
I was sad to hear the news of the recent devastating

fire at the Glasgow School of Art - the second in four
years. Fortunately nobody was hurt in the blaze but the
destruction of this iconic building is not only a
significant loss to the city as it is a major tourist
attraction, but also to the art world in general.
I’ve been meaning to go to Glasgow for quite a few

years so I was delighted when Travel Counsellors
announced they would be holding their annual
conference there later this year. The Glasgow School of
Art was one of the main attractions that I was really
looking forward to visiting so I’m very disappointed I
can’t go now.
Why didn’t I go sooner?

by EILEEN SAUNDERS of Travel Counsellors 
To respond to any of Eileen’s comments email 

lauretta.wright@travelbulletin.co.uk 

Finnair offers passengers the chance to enjoy a Finnish stopover 
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Where Am I?

Located close to the Mayan ruins of Chichen Itza, visitors to this
natural site can climb down a carved stairwell to a swimming

platform and take a dip in this 40m deep pool.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and each of the

3 x 3 squares contains the digits 1-9.
Once you have completed the puzzle, simply identify the numbers that relate

to the letters, A, B, C and D then e-mail the solution, with your name,

company name, and full postal address plus phone and ABTA number if

applicable to:

competition@travelbulletin.co.uk

Closing date for entries is Thursday, July 12th. Solution and new puzzle will

appear next week.

The winner for 15th June is Dawn Wilson, Thornton’s

Cruise World in Bristol.

June 15th Solution: A=1    B=6    C=5    D=9

Number: 026

Across 
1. Major car hire company (4)
3. Currency of Singapore (6)
7. New Zealand town and lake, known for its

hot springs (7)
9. Iconic Moscow location, ___ Square (3)
10. Norwegian ferry line (5)
12. He recently overtook Andy as Britain's No1

tennis player (4)
13. Frankfurt International airport code (3)
15. Spanish river (4)
16. Currency of Nigeria (5)
18. Title bestowed upon Kenny Dalglish in the

Queen's Birthday Honours (3)
19. Role-playing game, Dungeons & ___ (7)
21. Salem is the state capital (6)
22. South American country (4)

Down 
1. A story of survival at sea, showing at a

cinema near you (6)
2. Istanbul Ataturk International airport code (3)
4. Rhine river cruises pass this famous rock (7)
5. Picture-postcard resort on Corfu (4)
6. West Yorkshire city (8)
8. Little Rock is the State Capital (8)
11. This house is a popular Isle of Wight tourist

attraction (7)
14. Capital of the Bahamas (6)
17. European capital city (4)
20. BBC magazine programme, The ___ Show (3)

Where Am I?

Fill in the crossword to reveal the mystery location highlighted by the green squares.

For the solution to the Crossword and Where Am I? 
Please see page 24

Crossword

Su Doku

N
um

be
r: 

02
6

Win a £50 M&S voucher in the travelbulletin Su Doku prize puzzle

�A

�B

�C

�D
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hotelbulletin

MP HOTELS has announced the launch of its latest property, Seya Beach Hotel in Turkey's Alaçati.
Aimed at travellers in search of cosmopolitan-type lodging, the 190-room property is the second
unveiled property of MP Hotels' Design Plus brand. The hotel offers several restaurants, bars and
eateries, a private beach, swimming pool and spa.

BEST WESTERN has announced the arrival of
Sure Hotel by Best Western Birmingham
South as the first hotel to join its new Sure
Hotel brand, adding to its growing collection of
more than 250 independent hotels across its
brand portfolio. 
The Sure Hotel by Best Western Birmingham

South is a stone’s throw away from the city
centre and just a few train stops from Moor
Street station, providing easy access for both
business and leisure travellers. 
Located in the quiet suburb of Acocks Green,

the hotel offers a selection of locally sourced
food at its Pillars Restaurant, while the lounge
bar offers a range of snacks as well as draught

beers and a selection of wines. 
Popular Birmingham attractions such as

the National Sea Life Centre, Broad Street,
Symphony Hall, Cadbury World and the
Bullring Shopping Centre are all within easy
reach of the 51-room property. 
Rob Paterson, the company's CEO, said:

“We are investing for the future and changing
for the better and our new Sure Hotel by Best
Western brand is an example of how we are
delivering more to our guests. We look
forward to working in partnership with the
team at Sure Hotel by Best Western
Birmingham South to showcase and celebrate
their hotel both locally and globally."

�  MELIÁ HOTELS International's newest luxury experience which will open in December in the Dominican
Republic. The all-inclusive Grand Reserve at Paradisus Palma Real is located 30 minutes from Punta Cana
International Airport in the beach resort of Playa de Bavaro. See melia.com for details.

�  AUTOGRAPH COLLECTIONHotels, Marriott International’s collection of independent hotels, has unveiled
its latest property with the opening of Eugenia de Montijo, situated in the heart of the UNESCO World
Heritage site of Toledo in Spain. The 40-room property features a spa and wellness centre, two event
spaces and a fitness centre. See marriott.com 

�  MARBELLA CORFU has completed a 1.5 million euro renovation on its lobby and entrance area. This
investment marks the finale of a large scale 20 million euro investment to the property undertaken
over the last five years.

�  CENTARA HOTELS & Resorts has signed a hotel management agreement with Chuan Development
Hotel Company Limited, to develop its third COSI property in the South of Thailand, COSI Krabi Ao Nang
Beach. The 142-room property is due to open by 2020.

�  THE SANDOSHotels & Resorts group will open the newly renovated Sandos Costa del Sol in spring
2019. The hotel is located 15 minutes from Malaga International Airport and will offer an all-inclusive
plan and a new wellness centre. 

�������

Season Of Sport from
Millennium Hotels 

& Resorts
MILLENNIUM HOTELS and
Resorts has launched its
first 'Season of Sport', where
guests can enjoy exclusive
room packages, themed
menus and live screenings
in celebration of this
summer’s sporting events.  
With major sporting

events such as the 21st
FIFA World Cup,
Wimbledon, Tour de France
and the French Open
taking place throughout
the summer, the hotel
brand is offering an
exclusive Season of Sport
package across its
worldwide portfolio of
more than 125 properties
in key destinations
including London, Rome,
Singapore, the US and
Beijing until July 31. 
The package will include

an overnight stay in a
double room, access to the
hotel’s fitness centre, a
healthy breakfast to refuel
for the day ahead and
complimentary Wi-Fi to
ensure that avid sports
fans never miss an
important event or game. 
As an additional treat,

guests will receive a
complimentary drink and
gift upon arrival, enjoy Club
Lounge access, MY
Millennium reward points
and late check-out. 
In addition to the

worldwide rooms package,
hotels across the group’s
European portfolio will be
hosting live screenings and
serving unique menus for
those looking to partake in
the sporting festivities.
For further information
visit millenniumhotels.com

Sure Hotel brand launch from Best Western 
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eventbulletin
ON JUNE 20 Jetset held its 13th annual Golf & Spa day at the Macdonald Portal in Cheshire.

Guests enjoyed golf or spa activities, followed by dinner, entertainment and prizes. 
Celebrating '50 Years of Trading' the day was captured on camera. 

Here is a selection of pictures from the day...
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THURSDAY JUNE 21 saw the annual Midlands Travel Trade Club's - Midlands Summer Ball 2018 held at Hogarth's Hotel in
Solihull. A who's who from the midlands travel trade enjoyed a black tie evening with entertainment from a previous winner of 'The

Voice UK!' Sponsors of the event included Birmingham Airport, Elite Travel Group, Emirates, Thomas Cook Airlines, 
Dosomethingdifferent, JTA Travel and Primera Air. Here's a selection of pictures from the evening...

eventbulletin
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KYNREN - AN Epic Tale of England has begun its third and biggest season yet. The live action
show, set against the backdrop of Auckland Castle in County Durham, journeys through 2,000
years of history, myth and legend and offers new scenes, new characters and daring stunts. This
year Kynren is focusing on the theme ‘In Remembrance’, with each 90-minute show also marking
the centenaries of the World War I Armistice and the Suffragette Movement. A total of 17
performances have been scheduled throughout the summer. Visit kynren.com for details.

Super Break boosts ‘Friday Night Out’ due to demand
DUE TO demand from agents, Super Break has increased its portfolio of ‘Friday Night Out’
packages to 26, including three new cities and three new packages in existing destinations. 

Offering agents an easy to book product, these party packages combine overnight
accommodation with a welcome drink, a three-course meal in a popular restaurant and an
exclusive nightlife voucher.

The new cities that are now available include Sheffield, Milton Keynes and Harrogate
bringing the total number of destinations featuring these breaks to 13. In addition, three
new restaurant chains have been added in specific cities including Las Iguanas, Ask Italian
and La Tasca plus other treats such as VIP booths at Tiger Tiger in Leeds and two for one
cocktail cards at Revolution in Milton Keynes, Blackpool and Sheffield.

Gary Gillespie, national sales manager for the operator, said: “Our Friday Night Out
packages have become our second most popular UK based concept. We are always looking
for ways to offer agents more choice and having 26 different options on sale around the UK
ensures we have most regions covered. With prices from £69 per person, these breaks
offer great value and a fun way to enjoy a Friday night out with a VIP edge.”
For more information visit superbreak.com/agents

uk&ireland

AGENTS ARE being given the chance to
treat themselves to a host of High Street
goodies as part of the latest incentive
campaign from Hoseasons.

Six lifestyle vouchers worth £125 each are
up for grabs as part of the company’s ‘Life’s a
Beach’ summer giveaway. All can be spent at
more than 120 of the UK’s top retailers,
including John Lewis, Ticketmaster, Pizza
Express, Odeon and iTunes.

Thanking travel agents for their support,
Sarah Smith, the company’s national account
manager, said: “We know agents will put in a
lot of hard work into selling our breaks
and what better way to treat themselves

than enjoying a meal out, a trip to the
cinema or hitting the High Street on us.” 

To be in with a chance of winning one
of the six lifestyle vouchers, agents need
to register every booking they confirm by
July 30.

Agents should email their booking
reference number to
agency.sales@hoseasons.co.uk along with
their name, agency name and ABTA
number. One prize winner will be randomly
selected every Tuesday for six weeks.
More information can be found at
hoseasons.co.uk/agents/assets/TandCsSum
merPeaks2018.pdf

Treat yourself with Hoseasons’ voucher incentive

Warm welcome for
wildlife centre in 

Mid Wales
A NEW £1.1million wildlife
centre in Mid Wales has
been warmly welcomed by
the tourism organisation
MWT Cymru, which
represents around 600
tourism and hospitality
businesses in the region,
and the owners of the
five-star Morben Isaf
holiday park which is
situated next door.
The Dyfi Wildlife

Centre: A Community
Project will be based at
Montgomeryshire Wildlife
Trust’s Cors Dyfi Reserve
near Machynlleth, home of
the Dyfi Osprey Project and
360 Observatory.
The new development,

located in the UNESCO Dyfi
Biosphere area, will be an
iconic wildlife and
environment-based visitor
centre development
attracting up to 60,000
visitors per year. A
Heritage Lottery Fund
grant will cover half of the
£1.1million cost of the
project, the remainder is to
be funded by donations and
membership appeals.
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PREMIER HOLIDAYS has joined forces
with Condor Ferries to launch a
dedicated travel by sea campaign to
the Channel Islands after seeing an
increase in bookings.

The operator’s sales to Jersey by
sea from Poole have risen by 11% so
far year-on-year, and sea travel in
August to both Jersey and Guernsey is
40% up compared to last year.

The operator is encouraging agents to
push weekday travel by sea with clients
taking their own car, as this offers the
best value, and it is also highlighting
other key benefits of sea travel.

Several sea packages to the
Channel Islands have been rolled out
to help agents sell it. Deals for sea

travel with a car include seven nights’
half-board at the Norfolk in Jersey
from £535 per person, four nights at
Jersey’s Merton Hotel with free half-
board from £465, and four nights in
Guernsey at La Villette from £375. The
packages are for travel in July, August
and September.

Beverley Scarr, short haul general
manager for the company, said: “We
have noticed some key trends in the
sea travel sector this year. In
particular, more families are looking
to visit the Channel Islands by sea in
the school holidays, which has
contributed to our increase in sales. We
are promoting the benefits of sea travel
which include unlimited luggage –

enough space to pack wetsuits, boogie
boards and picnic hampers - and
clients can even take the family dog.”
For more information visit
trade.premierholidays.co.uk or call
0844-493 7777.

Win prizes in Bourne’s summer lotto
BOURNE LEISURE has launched its annual summer
incentive, offering agents the chance to win Love2Shop
vouchers every week when they make and register a Butlin’s,
Haven or Warner Leisure Hotels booking up until August 12.

Each weekly draw throughout the ‘Bourne Summer
Lotto’ will see three voucher prizes gifted: a top prize of a
£50 Love2Shop voucher and two runners up prizes of £25
Love2Shop vouchers. Agents can enter the weekly draws by
making a booking for any of Bourne Leisure’s three brands,
and are valid for guest arrivals throughout this month and
next. Bookings can be registered simply by logging them at
bourneleisuresales.co.uk.

In addition, agents are encouraged to follow the company’s
social media channels - Brainz Agent Hub on Facebook,
Bourne Leisure on Twitter and Bourne Agents on Instagram –
for more chances to win. Agents should follow #BourneLucky
for more opportunities to win daily bonus prizes.

Louise Tansey, national sales manager for the company,
said: “Every year we strive to reward the trade with fun
incentives that resonate and offer meaningful returns. We
always aim to show just how much we value our agent
partners and our commitment to supporting the UK trade
is always at the forefront of our decisions. We are proud of
the strong relationships we hold and it’s this that drives us
to ensure that the trade is educated and motivated,
particularly during the important summer peaks period. We
have switched things up this year to offer more chances to
win bigger prizes – so get booking for your chance to win!”
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uk&ireland

HAVEN IS celebrating its partnership with the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) by introducing ‘Coastal Explorer’, a
new themed Nature Rockz activity that takes in the coastline and
teaches families about safety at the seaside. Created in hand
with the RNLI, the activity is available across all 36 holiday
parks and is offered free of charge. It involves an expert guided
beach safety session led by the holiday brand’s coastal rangers
and provides families with a true understanding of the UK’s
coastline, its sea life and its flora and fauna. 

Special offer on GRJ’s ‘Scenic Devon and the Chelsea Flower Show’ tour
GREAT RAIL Journeys currently has an early booking offer on its ‘Scenic Devon and the Chelsea Flower Show’ tour.

During the six-day trip guests will discover the greenery, lost gardens and some of Devon's most beloved spots, as
well as visit one of the most iconic flower shows of the world - the Chelsea Flower Show. The itinerary includes
Plymouth, a scenic boat ride on the Dartmouth estuary, a visit to Coleton Fishacre, a guided tour of RHS Rosemoor, the
Chelsea Flower show and a journey on the Paignton Steam Railway. Prices start from £1,095 per person. 

Julian Appleyard, the company’s commercial director, said: “For me, Devon is one of the most beautiful places in the
UK. The reason for this can be seen on the Paignton & Dartmouth Steam Railway, which this tour includes. The journey
is only short, but very scenic. Guests pass over the Broadsands and Hookhills viaducts and through the Greenway
tunnel. With spectacular views of the Torbay Coast and the Dart estuary, it is a breathtaking journey.”

A departure is set for May 20, 2019 and customers can save up to £35 per person when booking on or before August 14.
Visit greatrail.com or call 0800-240 4470 for more details.

Premier launches travel by sea campaign to Channel Islands with Condor Ferries 
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Explorer:Space takes off at Winchester
Science Centre

THE WINCHESTER Science Centre and Planetarium
is inviting families to embark on a mission to tour
the galaxy on-board Explorer:Space, a new 600sq.m
interactive space zone that will open on July 20.
The immersive space experience will include

hands-on exhibits, covering everything from
meteorites to stardust, robots to coding and
atmospheric pressure to human space flight. To
complement the new zone, the centre’s curiosity
team will deliver space-themed activities and a new
live science show, Destination Space, running from
July 20 to September 3. Audiences will explore the
story and science of satellites, complete with fiery
demonstrations and bottle rocket launches.
A programme of 360° fulldome planetarium shows

is also scheduled for the summer, including the new
film narrated by Sean Bean, Faster than Light. 
Explorer:Space and the summer holiday space-

themed activities are included in the cost of general
admission. New prices from July 16 provide a 25%
discount on general admission when booking online
at least three days in advance.
To find out more visit winchestersciencecentre.org

Augmented reality explores Scotland
A NEW Step into Scotland augmented reality (AR) app has been
launched as part of the Scotland Is Now global campaign. 

Created in close collaboration with Google, it will enable
users to embark on a virtual journey and immerse themselves
in Scotland’s landscapes and iconic attractions. They will be
able to learn more from locals about what makes the
destination so unique and can explore its culturally significant
sites with 360° videos and stills.

Using the inspirational app will have users paramotor Ben
Nevis, admire the twists and turns of the North Coast 500 from
a motorbike, marvel at the grandeur of Edinburgh Castle and
discover the heritage of the country's whisky distilleries.

The app is available to download on the Google Play Store
and the Apple iOS platform.
For more destination information go to visitscotland.com
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redsea

New PONANT cruise
explores treasures of

the Red Sea
AS PART of PONANT’s new
range of itineraries for
Winter 2019/20, which is
now on sale, the cruise line
will be heading to some of
the most important sites of
the ancient world found in
the Red Sea on a new
expedition cruise.
Travelling from Jordan

to Egypt via Israel,
passengers will have the
opportunity of visiting
ancient sites such as the
Temples of Luxor, Karnak
and Hatchepsout, the
Valley of the Kings and the
tombs of Tutankhamun,
Nefertari and Seti I. 
The cruise will take

place on Le Ponant will
12 departures scheduled
from December 14, 
2019 and prices starting
from £3,250.
Go to ponant.com for more
details.

Egypt’s latest tourism campaign showcases year-round
key draws of Red Sea resort towns
CAPITALISING ON a growing interest amongst holidaymakers in travel to Egypt, The
Egyptian State Tourist Authority launched a new tourism campaign earlier this year which
looks to inspire visitation to its Red Sea resort towns. 
Amr El Ezabi, director of UK & Ireland for the Egyptian State Tourist Authority, said:

“This year our strategy is focused on promoting our diverse Red Sea resort towns, such as
Hurghada and Marsa Alam, both of which have seen significant development over the last
few years. We want British holidaymakers to enjoy the year-round, sun-drenched
conditions, even in the ‘winter’ months. In Hurghada there are fantastic sand and sea
activities, modern marinas with restaurants and bars to explore plus leisure pursuits such
as golfing at world-class courses in Soma Bay, Makadi Bay and El Gouna.
“The number of flights from the UK to Hurghada for summer 2018 has increased from

18 to 25 and Marsa Alam is also now serviced by direct flights from the UK, making it more
accessible than ever. Home to unspoilt beaches, a variety of hotels from ecolodges to
luxury properties, as well as the scenic Wadi El Gemal National Reserve, there’s
something on offer for all types of traveller. The revival of these Red Sea destinations has
seen tourist arrivals rise and we hope this a trend set to continue.”
The beachfront city of Hurghada offers bustling markets, buzzing nightlife and glamorous,

yacht-lined marinas alongside world-class resorts, restaurants and boutiques. For those
seeking a little more isolation, Hurghada is bordered to the north and south by resort bays
such as El Gouna, Sahl Hashish, Makadi Bay and Soma Bay that offer private beaches and an
array of watersports and activities – including some of the world’s best snorkelling and diving. 
The fast growing Marsa Alam on the south western shore of the Red Sea offers a similar

array of sand and sea experiences in a more remote, untouched location, ideal for desert
safaris, snorkelling and swimming with dolphins, though still within a few hours’ drive of
the ancient city of Luxor for those that want to take in some history. 

S06 TB 0607 2018 Red Sea_Layout 1  03/07/2018  16:38  Page 20



21travelbulletin.co.uk July 6 2018

redsea

RED SEA Holidays recently ran a successful educational to Egypt taking agents to visit Hurghada, Makadi Bay, El Gouna and Sahl Hasheesh.
Pictured from the left is the operator’s Ashley Secker, Maria Haworth from Brunlea Travel, Katrina Ives from Hays Travel, Kirsty Northcote
for Travel House, Emma Smith also from Hays Travel, Red Sea Holidays’ Maria Cooper, Rebecca Carey of Dawson & Sanderson, Sarah
Franklin from Polka Dot Travel, Leah West from Spear Travels, Lisa Hudspith of VCH Travel, Wendy Jennings from Lincolnshire Co-op and
Kate Webley from Mid-counties Co-op.

SOMABAY IS presenting itself as an
affordable luxury family holiday
destination with guaranteed sunshine
and an array of activities and
experiences to keep both adults and
children entertained.
Located on the western Red Sea

coast, Somabay is home to a host of
watersport opportunities. The
destination is considered one of the top
three kitesurfing spots in the world
due to the flatwater conditions and
consistent strong winds, making it
ideal for advanced and beginner kiters
alike. For less windy days, families can
play volleyball on the 2km long beach
or try a spot of wakeboarding.
Under the water there is a whole new

world to discover and guests can leap off
the 420m long jetty to explore the reef,
home to an abundance of marine life

including turtles, rays and (if lucky)
even whale sharks. Families can
choose to don a snorkel or head out
into the deep to go diving with the
experienced Orca dive club team.
After a day on the water, guests might

like to try their hand at a sunset round of
golf at the resort’s Championship golf
course or head to the Cascades Spa, the
largest Thalasso Spa in Africa to relax
and unwind. With more than 65
treatments rooms, guests can choose
from an extensive array of options
including traditional massages and body
scrubs to thalassotherapy. Yoga bunnies
can also enjoy complimentary yoga
sessions to finish the day.
Positioned directly next to the Orca

Diva Club, The Breakers Diving and
Surfing Lodge, Egypt’s first watersports
and lifestyle hotel, is a good option for

families looking for somewhere
entertaining to stay. After a day of hard-
core watersports and activities, guests
can refuel with a selection of culinary
options, from traditional Arabian
cuisine to a barbecue on the beach,
before heading to the hotel’s rooftop
bar to enjoy some music from the
resident DJ.

Affordable summertime adventures for the whole family at Somabay 

RED SEA Holidays has seen a strong growth in demand for
holidays to Egypt this summer.
The Egypt-specialist tour operator is reporting strong

sales for summer 2018, with bookings up significantly on
last year. The growth has been led by an increasing agent
confidence in promoting the destination, plus high
consumer demand for the destination’s quality, value and
sunshine proposition.
Ashley Secker, trade relations manager for the

company, said: “We’ve put a lot of work into supporting
our trade partners this year, with training, educationals,
and marketing support and it’s really been paying off. In
fact, I’m just back from an amazing trip to Hurghada and
Makadi Bay with a group of agents, and one them made
her first Red Sea booking the very next day.
“Egypt’s Red Sea Riviera is the original guaranteed

sunshine destination, but key to our success this year has
been in highlighting just what outstandingly good value it
is. You can enjoy an all-inclusive holiday in Makadi Bay for
around the same price as self-catering in the Canaries.
You’ll often go up a star rating, too. The flight time is about
the same, but your budget goes a lot further. It really is
this summer’s hottest destination.”
Holidays to the Red Sea this summer start from £399

for seven nights at the four-star Sun Grand Resort
Hurghada, staying on an all-inclusive basis. 
Winter sun and summer 2019 holidays are also on sale

with early booking discounts of up to £450 per booking,
low deposits from £59 per person, plus generous baggage
allowances and free transfers as standard and free late
check out at many hotels.
For more information go to redseaholidays.co.uk

Agent confidence in selling Egypt boosts sales for Red Sea Holidays 

S06 TB 0607 2018 Red Sea_Layout 1  04/07/2018  15:10  Page 21



Inghams introduces new resort in 2018/19 main edition ski brochure
INGHAMS HAS launched its main edition ski 2018/19 brochure featuring a number of new additions including the new
resort of Sölden in Austria. 

The brochure offers a variety of choice for the coming winter season, featuring more than 90 ski resorts across eight
countries and departures from 21 UK regional airports, as well as train travel and self-drive options. 

Simon McIntyre, the company’s head of sales, said: “We’re proud to yet again offer an exciting, extended range of ski
and snowboard holidays, as well as some excellent added-value deals such as our new Ski Inclusive bundles which
reward guests who pre-book their lift passes, ski/board and boot hire with discounts. 

“We also go the extra mile for groups, with some of the best discounts in the business including up to one in seven goes
free. And we’re proud of our new style of brochure for this winter season, which has a new, modern feel and is littered with
handy top tips and staff opinions. These helpful pages are supported with additional information on our website, and on our
online training portal The Academy to really help agents find the perfect ski holiday for their customers.”

The high-altitude Austrian resort of  Sölden features an expansive (254km) ski area served by a lift system, and is the
ideal location for intermediate skiers and snowboarders. Two glaciers ensure a long season with guaranteed snow and
the operator’s Meet The Piste service is available, whereby a rep provides free ski hosting to help guests discover the
area and the best mountain lunch stops. 

James Bond fans might also recognise Sölden from the 2015 film Spectre and, this winter, a new cinematic
experience, 007 Elements, will entertain visitors on the summit of Gaislachkogl.               

Lead in prices for seven nights’ half-board at the three-star superior Hotel Sölderhof are from £839 per person based
on two sharing. The price includes flights and airport transfers. 
For more information visit agents.inghams.co.uk or call 01483-791114.
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AGENTS WILL be forgiven for thinking that the Austrian Tyrol
is only popular in winter with its plethora of winter sports
activities, but the region is showcasing a range of outdoor
activities for adventure-seeking enthusiasts for summer. 

With more walking routes, new terrain for mountain
bikers and a wider selection of hotels, apartments, chalets
and hostels, there is plenty to sell to clients. More than
24,000km of marked hiking and mountain trails wind
through the Austrian Tyrol. The Eagle Walk is the region’s
most famous route, spanning 413km across the heart of
the Alps, it is a must-do with passionate hut-to-hut hikers.

New for this summer, eager explorers should sample
the new Karwendel High Trail (60km) and new
Starkenberg Panorama Trail (52km). 

The Karwendel High Trail, which takes six days to
master, is ideal for discovering the pristine natural
beauty of Austria’s largest Nature Park. Hikers can
conquer 7,000m of elevation and spend the night in five
different mountain huts. 

Alternatively, families can opt for the Starkenberg
Panorama Trail that links Fernpass with Landeck Castle. The
meandering route ranges from 800-1,200m above sea level
and takes five days to complete. Highlights along the way
include castles, lakes and flowing rivers, and the opportunity
to learn more about the region’s history and culture. 

Plus, hikers who know the Tannheimer Tal Valley’s 350km
trail system well, will appreciate the 1,600 new signs,
designed to connect walkers of all ages and ability to nature. 

Finally, the new Three Day Alpine Pasture Tour in
Alpbachtal Valley takes trekkers to a selection of
picturesque spots between Reith, Alpbach and
Inneralpbach. The three-day tour is ideal for families or
those new to the sport, whereas more ambitious hikers
can try the Four Day Tour across the Brandenberg Alps
and Rofan Mountain Range.

In terms of cycling, a new purpose-built mountain
bike trail from Schmirn up to the top of Tuxer Joch Col
will link Hintertux in Zillertal Valley with Schmirntal
Valley this summer. 

And in Ischgl, a new intermediate-rated trail, called
Flimjoch, will open at the top of Flimjochbahn chair lift at
2,757m above sea level. Expert downhillers can also sample
a new alternative route that will connect with the Flimjoch
Trail lower down.

From late August, road cyclists can tackle the newly-
paved Gurgltal Cycle Path, which twists and turns through
the scenic Gurgltal Valley between Tarrenz and Nassereith.

Meanwhile, due to demand, airlines are boosting services
to the region this summer. British Airways is increasing its
direct flights from Heathrow to Innsbruck from two to three
times a week this summer. easyJet will also add one more
flight to Innsbruck this summer; the carrier now offers
direct flights every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday from Gatwick. 
For more information visit tyrol.com/things-to-
do/sports/hiking and visittirol.co.uk

New outdoor options for adventurous clients help agents sell the experience
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SHEARINGS HOLIDAYS is offering a new
seven-day ‘Tyrolean Christmas’ coach
tour which departs on December 21 from
various pick up points around the UK. 

The itinerary takes in the Tyrol region
and offers the chance for guests to soak
up the alpine scenery and visit Salzburg
and Lake Achen.

Highlights include a Christmas Eve trip
to Salzburg with a guided tour and the
opportunity to see the Christmas
Markets. There is also a trip to Lake
Achen, the largest alpine lake in the
Tyrol, to enjoy a festive cruise as well as
a visit to the Sixenhof Museum, which
offers an insight into the traditions of the
Tyrol region.

Prices lead in at £604 per person to
include four nights’ breakfast stay at the
Hotel Heigenhauser in Waidring, five

dinners, Christmas Day Lunch, two
excursions and all coach travel. 
For more information or to book see
shearingsagent.com 

austria

VIENNA IS celebrating Viennese Modernism this year, with a number of exhibitions showcasing how
some of the great artists, scientists and architects shaped the city. Highlights include Gustav Klimt’s
Kiss, Egon Schiele’s Wally Neuzil, Otto Wagner’s Austrian Post Savings Bank and Koloman Moser’s
designs for the Wiener Werkstätte. These four protagonists were among the numerous individuals
that played a defining role in making the fin de siècle period such an important time for art in Vienna
and Austria. For more information see vienna.info 

New Imperial Escape option from Globus
A NEW ‘Imperial Escape’ tour from Cosmos’ sister brand Globus has been launched for 2019.

The tour is available through the company’s Escapes by Globus programme and takes
in destinations in Hungary, Austria and the Czech Republic. 

Two nights in Austria are spent in Vienna, where guests can explore key sights
including St Stephen's Cathedral, the Hofburg Palace and Heldenplatz on a guided tour.
There is also free time for independent exploration. 

Prices for the tour lead in at £796 per person based on a January 19, 2019 departure,
including flights from Heathrow. 

Shearings Holidays introduces Tyrolean Christmas tour

Resort addition 
from Flexiski

FLEXISKI HAS added the
destination on Bad
Hofgastein to its programme
for winter 2018/19.
The resort has been

described as ‘mellow’ in
comparison to its après
capital Austrian sisters of 
St Anton and Ischgl and the
operator currently features
three four-star hotels in the
resort, all offering relaxation
facilities for clients seeking
a restful stay. 
The company is also

highlighting flexible short
ski breaks and ski
weekends in St Anton.
Hotels that offer flexible
durations throughout the
whole season with no
blackout dates include the
four-star Hotel Banyan and
catered chalets, Amalien
Haus and Little Haus.
In terms of prices, a

four-night stay at the four-
star Hotel Das Alpen Haus
in Bad Hofgastein from
January 9 costs £805 per
person including flights
and private transfers on a
half-board basis. 
At the Chalet Amalien

Haus in St Anton, prices for
four nights from January 9
are from £950, also
including flights and
shared transfers on a
catered chalet basis. 
For more information see
flexiski.com/destinations/a
ustria/bad-hofgastein/
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We asked our staff the following question this week:

What makes you roll your eyes every time you hear it?

Crossword:
Across: 1. AVIS, 3. DOLLAR, 7. ROTORUA, 9. RED, 10. FJORD, 
12. KYLE, 13. FRA, 15. EBRO, 16. NAIRA, 18. SIR, 19. DRAGONS, 
21. OREGON, 22. PERU. 
Down: 1. ADRIFT, 2. IST, 4. LORELEI, 5. RODA, 6. BRADFORD, 
8. ARKANSAS, 11. OSBORNE, 14. NASSAU, 17. OSLO, 20. ONE. 

Highlighted Word: ADELAIDE

Where Am I?: Ik Kil Cenote, Yucatan, Mexico

puzzlesolutions

020 7834 6661

Vienna promo from Simply Luxury by Travel 2
CLIENTS SEEKING a short city break are being recommended to
visit Vienna by Simply Luxury by Travel 2. 

The operator’s product and commercial manager, Lauren Ross, said:
“Holidaymakers can visit the many museums to learn about the history of
the city but also admire the stunning architect of the buildings such as
the Schönbrunn Palace and the Hofburg Imperial Palace. 

“Also known as ‘city of music’, Vienna holds incredible musical
heritage. Not only was it Mozart’s birth place, but the city is currently
home to some of the greatest music venues that still hold a variety of
concerts and operas throughout the year.

“We recommend taking a break to enjoy a coffee and cake in one of
many coffee houses in the city. The elegant Grand Hotel Vienna is a
beautiful historical building dating back to 1870 and the perfect
location to explore this magnificent city.”

As an example of prices, three nights’ breakfast stay at the five-star
Grand Hotel Vienna costs from £429 per person. The price includes
flights from Gatwick, private transfers and complimentary UK lounge
passes and is valid for travel on September 3. 
For details see travel2.com
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