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PRE-SCHOOLERS enjoying sunshine breaks in far flung
resorts, and silver surfers checking in online – the way the
nation holidays has never been so adventurous according to
new research from airline and operator Monarch. 
The survey polled 2,000 UK adults and children about their

holidaying habits, revealing how the nation’s family breaks
have changed throughout the years. The destination for the
nation’s first family breaks has seen a significant change over
the years; when asked where they had spent their first ever
holiday, only 19% of over 50s had spent it abroad, compared
with 37% of today’s generation of children.  
The average age at which today’s jet set kids first travel on

a plane is five and three quarter years old – whereas almost
two thirds (64%) of the over 50s polled didn’t take to the skies
until at least their 16th birthday. While their grandparents
most likely spent their childhood holidays in British seaside
resorts, 36% of UK kids are holidaying in Spain, one in five
head to France and almost a third are even jetting off to far

flung destinations such as America, the Caribbean and Asia. 
Trips abroad with groups such as schools or clubs appear

to have fallen out of favour in recent years, with only three in
ten children (32%) being treated to group trips, compared
with almost half (46%) of their parents’ generation.
Although younger adults often see the introduction of

modern technologies into their holiday experience as more of
a positive than the over 50s, it seems that the more mature
traveller is almost just as tech-savvy. Just 15% of the over
50s polled saw online check-in ahead of travel as a negative,
and half (49%) consider ticketless check-in a positive.
More mature Brits are also doing a lot of travelling – more

than half (55%) of the over 50s polled take two or more
holidays each year, compared with 29% of younger adults. 
Meanwhile, holidaying as a wider family group is a popular

concept right across the ages, with almost two thirds (62%) of
over 50s holidaying regularly with their grown up children and

JET2HOLIDAYS hosted a special Turkey exhibition at its headquarters at The Mint. Staff were invited to find out the inside scoop on its top
hotels, with around 50 key representatives visiting from Antalya, Bodrum and Dalaman. Attendees had the chance to pick up free gifts and
were entered into a prize draw to win one of three all-inclusive package holidays. Pictured at the event are, from the left: Ozcan Finici,
Jasmin Beach Hotel, Gumbet; Melek Yildiz, Crystal Group, Antalya; Suleyman Akcil, Blue Palace Hotel, Marmaris; Hasan Adogar, Jasmin
Beach Hotel, Gumbet; Ayten Ozel (front), Club Viva, Marmaris; Andrea Godsmark, Jet2holidays; Tolga Sahiner, Aqua Hotel, Icmeler; Gonca
Alemdar, Isis Hotel, Gumbet; Pinar Alpman, Hilton Dalaman Hotel; and Ozlem Tarcan, Gloria Hotel Group, Antalya. 
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FOLLOWING INCREASED demand from agents,
DoSomethingDifferent.com is now offering a range of
clubbing packages in Europe’s party capitals, including Ibiza,
Kavos and Agia Napa.   
The packages combine club nights, boat, beach and

foam parties, and offer significant savings compared to
booking in resort.
The company’s head of trade sales and marketing,

Annabel Cove, said: “We always listen to agents when they
tell us what they want and there has definitely been a gap in
the market for this type of product.   
“Some may be surprised at how many young people use

travel agents to book this kind of holiday but it is very
common, especially for those travelling in groups, who turn
to their travel agent to provide expert knowledge about the
best resorts, accommodation and entertainment options.
We’re confident that these new tickets are going to be very
popular with the summer season ahead.”   

For more information see dosomethingdifferent.com or call
020-8090 3890. 

New agent reward scheme by Silversea
SILVERSEA CRUISES has announced details of a new
reward and recognition programme for travel agents 
and homeworkers. 
Silversea Advocates is designed to recognise hard

work with a wealth of exceptional rewards including
exclusive prizes. The new programme is open to all of
the line's retail agencies and homeworkers with those
delivering the highest percentage of growth based on
bookings, compared to the same quarter of the previous
year in the running to win.
The top ten agencies per quarter will be recognised as

Silversea Advocates, with a quarterly leaderboard revealing
the top performing retail agencies. To be eligible, an agency
simply has to have made one booking in the relevant
quarter of the previous year. 
Successful Silversea Advocates will enjoy exclusive

experiences including VIP tickets and trips. 
The company has launched the programme with one of

ten places on a trip to Dubai as the first prize in 2016.
Quarterly winners, along with retail agencies who deliver
the greatest percentage of growth over the entire year, will
also be recognised at an event at the end of 2016. 
The programme is already underway, with all qualifying

bookings since the New Year counting towards the first
quarterly leaderboard. Silversea automatically enters
agencies into the programme, allowing agents to continue
to focus on serving their customers, with no extra
paperwork involved.

www.travelbulletin.co.ukFebruary 5 20164

newsbulletin

ADVANTAGE LA MANGA...The LTA (Lawn Tennis Association) has
reaffirmed its commitment to providing the best training facilities
for Britain’s best tennis players by announcing a three-year
extension to its long-standing partnership with La Manga Club in
Spain. Pictured sealing the deal with Brendan Dwyer (centre) from
La Manga Club, are Leon Smith (left), Aegon GB Davis Cup captain,
and Michael Downey, LTA chief executive, at the National Tennis
Centre in Roehampton, south-west London.

Party packages on sale with DoSomethingDifferent.com 

77% revealing the main reason for the family breaks is simply
because they enjoy their company. Younger adults also see
their parents’ company as the primary reason to holiday
together (68%). However, almost a quarter did admit to there
being more practical benefits such as looking after the
grandchildren.
Ian Chambers, the company's head of digital and

marketing, said: “The arrival of the package holiday is often
credited with transforming the nation’s holidaying habits,
and our poll has revealed the significant impact that
affordable foreign travel has had on the types of breaks we
have taken over the last 40 years. The introduction in the

1970s of affordable package holidays made international
travel a reality for many British families, and transformed
the range of holiday options available for a whole new
generation.
“In recent years, technological developments have meant

that the way we travel continues to develop – from online
and ticketless check in, to 24/7 access to a holiday rep even
before you travel via email. This survey shows just how well
these changes are received by every age group.
“Best of all, it’s great to see that holidays, whether taken

abroad or in the UK, continue to bring every generation
together to enjoy each other’s company and make life-long
memories – and that’s what it’s all about.”

continued from previous page
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HERE’S ONE accessory you might not want
to forget – especially if you’re going on 
a staycation this year. Bringing a sunnier
outlook from a design perspective, Where
I'd Rather Be offers wraparound depictions of
iconic travel destinations on its unique umbrellas.
Complementing the existing portfolio of scenic
landscapes and designs, the new Destination
Collection features some of the world's most
renowned cities and holiday destinations including
London, Paris, Portofino and the pyramids of
Egypt. The umbrellas feature a water repellent
coating and are available in two styles and sizes;
classic hook handle and compact folding – all
handmade, hand sewn and manufactured
using high quality materials, ensuring that
when you’re confronted with a strong gust, you
won’t be fighting with an inside-out brolly!
Prices are from £27.99 (classic) and £25.99
(folding). For details see whereidratherbe.co.uk

ON THE CASE
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ACCORDING TO Florida4Less, there are
hoards of hidden gems lurking under the
sand of Britain’s beaches, and the company
has released advice for those hoping for 
a major find to coincide with its virtual
Grand in the Sand treasure hunt.

The Portable Antiquities Scheme, based
at the British Museum, provides advice for
those wanting to search for interesting finds
- and do so responsibly - on Britain’s
beaches. The scheme operates a database
of at least 1,300 historical items that have
been found along the country’s coastline
since 1999.

Advice for anyone wanting to search for
interesting finds on Britain’s beaches
includes: Find out who owns the beach
and obtain their permission prior to using
a metal detector or digging; If people want
to search beaches, they should join a club
or association that encourages co-
operation with heritage groups. They will
be able to check where people are allowed
to search, where private land is and help

obtain the necessary permissions; If you
do find anything, make sure to record the
location as accurately as you can, using an
Ordnance Survey map or GPS device;
Remember that there are pockets of finds
on beaches, so often lots of objects will be
together; Inform the landowner and gain
their permission before passing on the
grid reference to other detectorists; and
be mindful of the laws regarding Treasure
(in England and Wales) and Treasure Trove
(in Scotland). Finds must be reported to
the authorities, while non-treasure finds
more than 300 years old should be shown
to local archaeologists.

Between January and August last year, at
least 14 historical items were discovered on
British beaches alone and recorded with the
Portable Antiquities Scheme. 

They included a gold ring from the ninth
or tenth century, valued at £2,500, and 
a stone bead, believed to be up to 7,000
years old.
For more information visit florida4less.co.uk

newsbulletin

Hurtigruten heads for
the Amazon 

'EXPEDITION TO the
Amazon Rainforest' will
be Hurtigruten's first
inland voyage. 

The 16-night expedition
starts in Manaus deep
inside the Brazilian
rainforest, sailing down the
Amazon. Guests can
experience and learn more
about the unique nature and
wildlife from the expedition
vessel itself, by canoes and
by hikes onshore. 

With Amazonia being
such a high-biodiversity
wilderness area, on top of
the rich flora, guests may
encounter animals such as
jaguars, tapirs, howler
monkeys, parrots, piranhas
and caimans. 

The trip costs from
£4,332 based on two
sharing an inside cabin on a
full board basis for an
October 15, 2017 departure,
travelling from Manaus to
Montevideo. 

The news comes in hand
with the announcement of
four new voyages exploring
Arctic Canada from 2017,
sailing to Viking settlements
and the national parks of
Newfoundland, as well as 
a new journey along the
Panama canal with the
chance to explore
Kangertittivaq in Greenland,
the longest fjord in 
the world. 

Daniel Skjeldam, CEO
for the company, said: “We
want to offer our guests
unique and meaningful
experiences regardless of
the water temperature.
People no longer want to
spend their vacations
being passive spectators.
Therefore we offer active
and educational voyages.
The many unique
excursions and lectures
give guests genuinely
close encounters with 
the nature and culture of
the destinations.” 
For more information call
020-8846 2666 or visit
hurtigruten.co.uk 

How to find buried treasure on Britain’s beaches

IN THE BAG…Air New Zealand has signed a three-year global strategic partnership with STA
Travel to boost revenue and promote inbound tourism to the youth and student market. The
agreement focuses on generating sales by leveraging STA Travel’s global distribution network in
the priority markets of New Zealand, Australia, the UK, North America and Asia. Pictured
marking the partnership is Kathryn Robertson (second from right) from Air New Zealand and
John McCoach (second from left) from STA with cabin crew Ilaria Negri and Richard Chalupka. 

TRAVEL ACCESSORIES
YOU WON'T WANT TO
LEAVE BEHIND...
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NEWS BITES
�  TIPTO HAS announced that Shearings Holidays has joined its
organisation of specialist independent tour operators.

�  HURTIGRUTEN HAS announced plans to modify several of its
vessels for shore power during first half of 2016. The initiative
follows a stronger environmental focus in the Norwegian
company, which operates a fleet of 13 explorer vessels. The
shore power installation will significantly reduce fuel
consumption and air pollution during port calls.

�  THIS HALF-TERM (February 13-21), The Lost Gardens of Heligan
is inviting children to learn how to attract wildlife into their
gardens. There will be daily workshops taking place including;
How to make a mini bug hotel, make a tasty hanging bird
treat and how to create a seed bomb. Children can also
explore the Wildlife Village and join in on the Great Heligan
bird watch. See heligan.com/events

�  GENEVA TOURISM has unveiled its new identity – GENEVALIVE
– a dynamic destination brand geared towards digital devices.
The new brand is designed to help Geneva Tourism promote
the city internationally and demonstrate everything it has to
offer as a holiday hot spot. For details see geneve.com

�  SOLO ARTIST and former Fugees singer Lauryn Hill will
headline this year’s Tobago Jazz Experience,, which takes place
from April 16-24. For details see tobagojazzexperience.com

�  THE HISTORIC CATHEDRAL city of St Albans in Hertfordshire
has launched its first dedicated groups brochure for GTOs,
featuring five new guided tours, designed to showcase the
2,000 years of history and contemporary qualities of the
ancient city, with the groups market in mind. Details at
enjoystalbans.com

�  UNITED AIRLINES' Economy customers will now receive
complimentary stroopwafel breakfast snacks on flights within
North America and on services to and from Central America
and between Honolulu and Guam. 

‘Flavours’ itinerary from Back Roads
AS PART of its line up of tours for 2016, Back Roads
Touring has an eight-day ‘Flavours of Northern Croatia
and Slovenia’ itinerary with departure dates from May
through to September.

The tour gives guests the chance to discover places
beyond the usual tourist trail such as the landscapes of
Hrvatsko Zagorje, the fertile plains and hilltops of the
Istrian Peninsula, taste some of the culinary specialties
of the region as well as a selection local wines and olive
oils, plus dine on Slovene nouvelle cuisine at Lake Bled.

Priced at £1,283 per person, the trip includes seven
nights’ breakfast accommodation; mini-coach transport;
the services of a tour leader; a local guide in Plitvice
Lakes; three evening meals; one lunch; wine and olive
oil tasting; and entrance to a selection of sights and
attractions including St Mary's Island & Bled Castle,
Predjama Castle and the Postojna Caves. 
Visit backroadstouring.com for more information.

www.travelbulletin.co.uk

newsbulletin

Book any room type by 30/04/16 and receive complimenta-
ry nights Stay 7 Pay 5 OR Stay 14 Pay 10 on meal plan booked. 
Valid for stays between 03/02/16 - 30/04/16.
Book any room type and receive reduced rates. Valid for stays 
between 07/02/16 - 11/02/16. Book any room type 45 days in 
advance and receive a discount on room rate including breakfast. 
Valid for stays between 03/02/16 - 30/04/16.

SRI LANKA - MAURITIUS - SEYCHELLES - INDIA - UAE
Over 230 hotels and a selection of tours available on our website
Including exclusive offers for Summer 2016 and Winter 2016/17

www.osborneandebel.com
All above offers are subject to availability.     Terms & Conditions Apply

ATMOSPHERE KANIFUSHI MALDIVES

PARK HYATT MALDIVES HADAHAA 

BANYAN TREE VABBINFARU

AVANI KALUTARA RESORT

Free Nights - Stay 4 Pay 3; Stay 7 Pay 5 Valid for stays between 
3/02/16 – 23/12/16. Taxes payable during free nights. 
Early Booking Discount Book 30 days in advance in any 
room category and receive a Discount on villa rate and extra 
person supplement including breakfast - Discount does not apply 
on compulsory green tax - Amendment of names or dates is not 
allowed - Valid for stays between 03/02/16 - 30/04/16. Not 
combinable with free nights.

Early Booking Discount Book any room type between 03/2/16 
- 03/04/16 minimum 15 days in advance and received early 
booking discount. Valid for stays between 06/01/16 - 03/04/16.
Discounted transfers Book any room type by 29/02/16 and 
receive generous discounts on seaplane transfers. For the Sunset 
Family Villa, 4 full paying persons (adult or child) are eligible. 
Children between 2 - 14.99 years pay for the Seaplane transfer. 
Valid for stays between 10/04/16 - 31/10/16.

Free Nights - Stay 6 Pay 5; Stay 12 Pay 10; Stay 18 Pay 15 
Valid for stays between: 01/05/16 - 30/06/16 and 01/09/16 - 
31/10/16 Free nights on board basis booked
Early Booking Discount Book by 28/02/16 and receive a 
reduction on room rate Not Combinable with free night offer. Valid 
for stays between 01/05/16 - 31/10/16
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Go to gadventures.co.uk/umi to learn more and to register today!

£50,000 worth of prizes 
6 tour prizes 
3 top sellers
1 über-massive incentive1 January to 31 March 2016

Who are     
    taking?
We’re giving away hundreds of random prizes, 
including six tour prizes (three for monthly top  
sellers, three for monthly random winners) and  
loads of swag, vouchers, and other cool giveaways. 
Plus, each trip winner gets to bring a friend!

newsbulletin

TAUCK HAS announced plans to reconfigure more than half
its European river cruising fleet over the next two years. 

The five Jewel Class riverboats will have larger cabins,
overall space per guest will be increased by 20% and the
casual, second dining restaurant will be upgraded.  

The company’s CEO, Dan Mahar, said: “From day one
our approach has always been to limit passenger
capacity and, by doing so, provide a more intimate, 
club-like atmosphere and more spacious cabins for 
our guests.” 

The operator’s 110m Jewel Class ships include the
MS Swiss Emerald, MS Swiss Sapphire, MS Swiss Jewel,
MS Esprit and MS Treasures. The European riverboat
fleet also includes four 135-metre Inspiration Class

ships: the new MS Grace and MS Joy launching later
this year, and the MS Inspire and the MS Savor. 

The two-phase plan will see its riverboats in France,
the MS Swiss Emerald and MS Swiss Sapphire,
reconfigured, renamed and re-launched next winter in
time for the 2017 operating season. In the second
phase, scheduled for winter 2017/18, the remaining
three Jewel Class ships will undergo identical
transformations in time for the 2018 operating season. 

As well as launching two new 135m ships in the coming
months, the company is also introducing a new ten-day
Rhine River cruise for this year and has enhanced a number
of its river cruises with memorable onshore dinners in
exclusive venues. To find out more visit tauck.co.uk 

Premium drinks package from Warner Leisure Hotels
GUESTS VISITING one of Warner Leisure Hotels’ 13 country or coastal properties during 2016 can receive more
value for money when they upgrade to the brand’s premium drinks package. 

The package is available for £20 per person across selected breaks when purchased as an upgrade to the
company’s standard drinks inclusive package.

The Premium Drinks Inclusive Package was launched following guest feedback and includes brands such as
Guinness, Cask Ale and Budweiser; high end spirits such as Grey Goose, Glenfiddich and Bombay Sapphire; as
well as a selection of wines, port and cocktails.  

A three-night Drink Inclusive weekend break at Lakeside Coastal Village in Hampshire starts from £239 per person based
on a March 11 arrival and two adults sharing a standard chalet. It includes the Simple Dine package (half-board).
For details see bourneleisuresales.co.uk

Tauck unveils plans to upgrade European river cruise fleet
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Is it me or is January whizzing along at a great
speed? Coming up fast is the Geordie Ball which
is my next favourite travel event (after the

Yorkshire Ball!). It is on Thurs March 17th at the
Marriott Gosforth Park Hotel. Darren was telling me
that Jet2Holidays are the sponsors and the chosen
charity is Reuben’s Retreat again – a great charity
that does an amazing job. Not many tables left so
email Darren at darren1964@hotmail.co.uk to book –
I’ll be there!

Attended the Travel Bulletin Airline Showcase in
Leeds last week – it was very informative with the
different airlines - Aegean, Aurigny, Cathay Pacific,
Monarch, United and of course Leeds Bradford
Airport. The lovely Emma Holliday started the event
with her presentation on the airport, which is
growing in leaps and bounds with new flights being
added from Monarch and other airlines. I will be
experiencing firsthand the service between Leeds
Bradford and Guernsey as I was very lucky to win
two tickets with Aurigny’s service which starts in
late May. I’ve never been to Guernsey before so I’m
really looking forward to that. Jason Dicks from
Serenity will have left by the time you read this; he
is moving out of travel to pursue his ‘magic’ career,
so we could be seeing him at conferences etc. His
email is info@jasonthemagician.co.uk but email him
sooner rather than later as he’s changing it in 
a couple of months and revamping his site from
‘jasonthemagician’ to ‘thechoiceillusionist’! I think it
is great when people decide to follow a dream they
have and I wish Jason all the very best and hope to
see him at some future event/conference.

‘Travel while you’re able. Don’t worry about the
money, just make it work, experience is far more
valuable than money will ever be’ and ‘Prepare –
The time to win your battle is before it starts’.

by SANDRA MURRAY
in Normanton, Yorkshire

Notes from

To respond to any 
of Sandy’s comments email 

lauretta.wright@travelbulletin.co.uk 

newsbulletin
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Normanton...

•   £100 M&S vouchers to be won, courtesy of the
JTB, The Japan Specialists! 

•   Video Box: Become a super travel agent with
Melia PRO and discover exclusive discounts - see
www.travelbulletin.co.uk/video-box

•   £100 World Duty Free vouchers, a Nandos'
hamper and yummy sweetie hamper to be won
courtesy of Liverpool John Lennon Airport. 

•   Video Box: Watch the new Bay Gardens Beach
Resort and Spa video to discover this luxury four-
star resort. See www.travelbulletin.co.uk/video-
box

Visit www.travelbulletin.co.uk/competitions for
details on the above competitions

BLAST OFF...Eureka! The National Children’s Museum in Halifax,
West Yorkshire is reaching for the stars this February half-term as it
celebrates the European Space Agency’s first British astronaut Tim
Peake’s mission in space with a whole fortnight of rocket science for
its Blast Off! event, running from February 6-21. All activities are
free with standard admission. See eureka.org.uk
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Booking incentives
� AGENTS CAN earn Love2Shop vouchers
worth up to £60 on every air-inclusive,
worldwide package or cruise holiday
booking they make with Belleair
Holidays. Agents who register more than
£7,500 in booking revenue will also be
entered into a top secret VIP fam trip
lottery. To be eligible to claim the
vouchers, all bookings must be a
minimum of three nights for any
departure date. To claim the vouchers
and enter the VIP fam trip lottery draw
(with the fam taking place in May), agents
should send their name, telephone
number, ABTA number and branch
address, along with each booking
reference, the number of passengers
travelling and total booking revenue to
sales@belleair.co.uk

� TO CELEBRATE its winter campaign, the
Saint Lucia Tourist board has launched an
agent incentive offer to win a luxury trip
for two. The prize includes VIP tickets to
the famous Saint Lucia Jazz and Arts
Festival which will be celebrating its 25th
anniversary this year from April 29 - May
8, with acts including Omi, Shaggy and
George Benson. Runner-up prizes include
£250 shopping sprees. For the chance to
win, agents should sell as many holidays
to the Island as they can from now until
February 28 and log the details at
saintluciaexpert.com or email
clewis@stluciauk.org with the booking
information.

� TO CELEBRATE the release of its 2016
Simply Specials Mini Brochure, Simply
Luxury by Travel 2 Short Haul is giving
agents the chance to earn up to £100
worth of T2 Rewards points per booking.
Agents need to make a qualifying
booking before February 29 for the
chance to win. The company is also
offering 20 incentives on bookings made
to destinations around the globe. Prizes
include a total of 37 places on fam trips
to Australia; holidays to Thailand, Fiji,
Sydney and New South Wales; a total of
£6,500 towards a touring holiday; trips to
New Zealand and Florida; three DSLR
cameras, two iPhone 6s and ten luxury
items worth £200 each; plus £1,000
worth of Red Letter Day vouchers. See
travel2.com for details.

IN IT TO WIN IT...Bianca Rawlings, a personal travelexpert from Kuoni at John Lewis Brent Cross, was thelucky winner of Ski Independence and Travel Alberta'scompetition to win a ski holiday to Alberta. All agentsbooking holidays to Banff, Lake Louise or Jasper werein with a chance of winning the trip for two includingflights, accommodation, transfers and lift tickets.

Agent training
� PREMIER HOLIDAYS has released its revamped
online training academy for travel agents, designed
to offer information on the operator’s portfolio of
destinations and expand agents’ knowledge with 
a series of interactive modules. The new academy
covers each of the operator’s core areas including
Jersey, Guernsey, America, Australia, Thailand,
Malaysia, South Africa and Indochina, with helpful
hints and tips, plus questions for agents to
complete; offering the chance to become a ‘Premier
Holidays’ Expert’ on the completion of all questions
with 100% pass rate. All qualifying agents can
benefit from the use of the operator’s ‘Expert’ logo
and a certificate of confirmation, as well as the
chance to win a daily spot prize for every module
completed. See trade.premierholidays.co.uk 

� UK TRAVEL trade professionals will be able to
undertake The German National Tourist Office's
new online training platform (free of charge) at the
forthcoming Germany Travel Show on February 11
at the Royal Horticultural Halls in London. The
platform comprises five modules, covering all
aspects of travel in Germany. To register attendance
for the trade day log on to http://bit.ly/1nn68Ca

February 5 2016
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Industry
Insight by...

It’s a fluctuating booking market reveals Neil
Basnett, chief executive of The Elite Travel Group

e l i t e
TRAVEL GROUP
e l i t e

“Up and down like a whore’s drawers” is probably
the best term to describe the feedback that I have
received from many members of the Elite Travel
Group to describe booking levels in what should be
the peak booking month of January. 
I have to admit that I had not heard much

optimism in advance from colleagues in the travel
industry about how levels of January bookings were
likely to be, so perhaps I should not be surprised
that in general it would seem to have been a slightly
disappointing month. There will always of course be
exceptions and some of our members have claimed
that they have had record booking levels on some
days of the month but consistently high sales do not
seem to have generally been the order of the day.
There are many reasons why bookings do not

seem to have flooded in early as many had hoped.
There is no denying that European countries that are
perceived to be seen as safe e.g. Spain, the Canary
Islands, Portugal and Madeira have already sold
especially well, and it is unlikely that there will be
many ‘late booking’ bargains to such destinations.
With Tunisia on stop sell, Egypt in rapid decline and
Turkey as well as some of the Greek holiday islands
being shunned by early bookers owing to negative
news stories dominating the news, this is putting
more of a limit on where British holidaymakers will
flock to for their annual summer sunshine fix. We
just need a prolonged period of stability please to
calm things down! 
Security concerns in general presumably explain

why recently I was not allowed to check in to an
apartment in London as I could not produce my
passport. At no stage during the booking process
was it explained that I would have to produce my
passport, and there was no warning about this
requirement on my confirmation or on the website. 
I was not pleased therefore to be refused access to
my room leaving me in the position of frantically
trying to secure alternative accommodation in the

vicinity. I actually felt quite insulted to be asked for
my passport in my own country, but it could be signs
of what is to come.
The Zika virus is another hugely negative news

story that is dominating the news at the moment
and once again, the media in general is no friend of
the travel industry. The hysteria about the disease
that is being pumped up is alarming and I am sure
that all of us involved in selling holidays have been
questioned by worried holidaymakers. I have 
a young couple booked to travel to Costa Rica in
March and the wife’s mother has got them into such
a state of panic that they are seriously wondering
whether to still travel. This is the mother who is one
of life’s great worriers especially when she
personally travels: when she travelled to New
Zealand in February a couple of years ago, she had
packed her suitcase the previous July!
To my knowledge, the wife is not pregnant so

there really is no need to consider not travelling,
especially while Costa Rica at the time of writing
has not even been declared to be a country that has
been affected by the virus. Zika virus can be spread
from a pregnant woman to her unborn baby with
reports of a serious birth defect of the brain
(microcephaly) occurring in babies of mothers who
had been infected with the Zika virus while
pregnant. The most common symptoms of the
disease are fever, rash, joint pain and red eyes and it
is easily treatable with the symptoms only lasting
from several days to a week. As the disease is
spread by mosquitoes, the best advice that any of us
can give our clients is to recommend that they take
as many preventative measures as possible against
being bitten. If my clients do cancel their holiday,
they will face normal cancellation charges as there
is no logical reason for them to cancel: this is 
a situation that we will all encounter while the
media is in total meltdown about this disease, but
we have previously coped with Swine Flu and SARS!  

bulletinbriefing
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Where Am I?

This open-air theatre carved into a cliff is located four miles from a fa-
mous ‘End’. It saw its first outdoor performance of The Tempest in Au-

gust 1932 and today welcomes 80,000 people a year.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and each of the

3 x 3 squares contains the digits 1-9.
Once you have completed the puzzle, simply identify the numbers that relate

to the letters, A, B, C and D then e-mail the solution, with your name,

company name, and full postal address plus phone and ABTA number if

applicable to:

competition@travelbulletin.co.uk

Closing date for entries is Thursday, February 11th. Solution and new puzzle

will appear next week.

The winner for 22th January is Pauline Sherratt, Travel

Counsellors in Concanster

January 22th Solution: A=8    B=4    C=7    D=1

Number: 005

Across 
1. This Norwegian Cruise Line ship sounds like a

gem (4)
3. Artist Andy, famous for his iconic cans of

soup (6)
7. Munich is the capital of this state (7)
9. Sugarloaf Mountain overlooks this city (3)
10. Resort on the west coast of Scotland (3)
11. Spend them in South Africa (5)
13. Island initially, with three legs on its flag (3)
14. Michelangelo's famous sculpture, located in

Florence (5)
16. European carrier (3)
17. Massachusetts Cape, popular for summer

vacations (3)

18. Michigan's most populous city (7)
19. This Cornish Point sounds reptilian (6)
20. TV detective played by Brenda Blethyn (4)

Down 
1. Comedian who recently finished her 150 mile

coast-to-coast charity walk (2,5)
2. UK port, sounds like a US state capital (5)
4. One of the Great Lakes (5)
5. Sign of the Zodiac (3)
6. Port of Spain is located on this island (8)
8. Carrier with HQ in Luqa (3,5)
12. Indonesian island, west of Java (7)
15. Capital of Liechtenstein (5)
16. Currency of Denmark (5)
17. Cardiff, Wales airport code (3)

Where Am I?

Fill in the crossword to reveal the mystery location highlighted by the green squares.

For the solution to the Crossword and Where Am I? 
please see page 32

Crossword

Su Doku

N
um

be
r: 

00
5

Win a £50 M&S voucher in the travelbulletin Su Doku prize puzzle

�A

�B

�C

�D
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� TOUR UPDATE
Spring 2016 sees the
Houses of Parliament
offering a wider range of
tour options and more
opening times to
encourage both first time
and repeat visitors to take
a look around the iconic
building. All tours include
the Lords Chamber, the
Commons Chamber and
the medieval Westminster
Hall. Following the
popularity of the feature
film ‘Suffragette’, a
season of Suffragette
themed tours is also
being offered between
February 6 and April 6.
Other tours include ‘Votes
for Women!’ family tours,
ideal for children aged
seven and above; and
‘From Petitions to Prime
Minister: A Short History
of Women in Parliament’
guided tours. For details
call 020-7219 4114 or see
parliament.uk/visiting

Z Hotels has opened its fifth property in London, Z City,
adding to its current portfolio of four properties in the
capital. The 109-room hotel, which currently has 50
rooms open (with more to be added in the coming
weeks), offers rooms from £60 per night, with each room
offering 48” LED HD TVs with a full selection of Sky
Sports and Sky Movies available at no extra cost, power
showers, bespoke hand-crafted beds, luxury bed linen

and free Wi-Fi. The hotel also serves complimentary
cheese and wine between 17:00 and 19:00 each

evening in the Z Café. For more information
see thezhotels.com 

Hotel developments �

The 91-room grade II-listed Great Northern Hotel, A Tribute Portfolio Hotel
in King’s Cross, has been enhanced by an art collection in its public spaces.
The lobby has been transformed by a bespoke installation designed by
British artist Paul Kenton, whose travel-inspired pieces include vibrant
cityscapes that capture the essence of each location. Moving through the
hotel and as guests alight from the lifts on each floor, they are greeted by 
a selection of contemporary pieces by emerging artists. Displays range
from sculptural wall pieces exploring the relationship we have with our
surroundings to intricate portraits of flowers that consider the effects of
scale and light. A new complimentary, self-guided iPod tour of the hotel’s
art collection with narration by featured artists will soon be available,
enabling guests to explore at their own pace. Rates at the hotel start from
£249 per night including breakfast. Details at gnhlondon.com

www.travelbulletin.co.ukFebruary 5 201614
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To celebrate International Pancake Day, The Strand Palace Hotel is serving
savoury and sweet toppings with its all-day pancake menu. Guests can
indulge their sweet tooth with options like pancakes topped with cherry
sauce and vanilla ice cream, or mix things up with orange and caramel
sauce topped pancakes served alongside blood orange sorbet! The menu is
available on Tuesday February 9, all day in the Lounge Bar and Carvery 
& Grill at £7.50 each. 
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This February half-term at SEA LIFE London Aquarium, fans of Nemo and Dory will be
able to learn more about and meet the real fish that inspired the magical film
characters. The attraction has created a fun and educational kids' trail highlighting some
of the lovable and colourful fish made famous by the films, including the ever-popular
clownfish and Dory, the Royal Blue Tang - star of the forthcoming sequel 'Finding Dory'.
Prices are £24.95 per adult and £19.95 per child (aged three-15) with savings of up to
30% available for online bookings. For details see visitsealife.com/london

Madame Tussauds London has created an immersive 'behind-the-
scenes' fashion experience opening on Monday February 8, in the run up
to London Fashion Week Autumn/Winter 2016. Central to the immersive
attraction will be new wax figures of the inimitable fun-loving model
and actress, Cara Delevingne, and catwalk sensation and star of
Keeping up with the Kardashians, Kendall Jenner. Visitors to the new
experience will get a peek 'behind-the-scenes' into the world of an
international fashion event, brought to life through a multisensory set,
with products from official London Fashion Week partners, Maybelline
New York, TONI&GUY and Lavazza, plus interactive surprises. For one
week only, from Saturday February 13 to Sunday February 21, guests will
also have the chance to go home with a range of fashion goodies if they spot
a special golden clothes tag. Guests will also be able to 'strut their stuff' on the
catwalk, watched by Anna Wintour (pictured)  – editor-in-chief of American Vogue,
famous for her pageboy haircut and large sunglasses.
Tickets are from £23.80 when pre-booking. See madametussauds.com/london

Attraction news�

Also taking place at half-term, The London Dungeon presents Wicked Women, featuring Warrior-Queen
Boudica along with history's most infamous females. Guests will meet the fiery redheaded warrior, who
was queen of the ancient British Iceni tribe, on the hunt for the Romans who have humiliated her people
and assaulted her family in an all-new show. Everyone will be under scrutiny as the fearless leader seeks
out her enemies, intent on revenge. Then it's down into the depths of the dungeon to meet a cast full of

wicked women and vile men, from Sweeney Todd and his side-kick
Mrs Lovett to Jack the Ripper and murderous monarch Henry

VIII, plus two thrilling rides and edge of the seat surprises.
See thedungeons.com/london

15www.travelbulletin.co.uk February 5 2016
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The trade sales executive at Inghams, Ski Total,
Esprit & Santa’s Lapland wants more industry
support from the government... 

Charlotte
Yeomans

What are your favourite TV
programmes? 
Masterchef, Made in Chelsea &
Home and Away.

What's your favourite movie?
Training Day & Man on Fire.

What's your guilty pleasure?
Shopping.

What's been your latest DIY
project? 
Trying to put a flat-pack
IKEA coffee table
together.

What other companies
/organisations have you previously
worked for? 
A charity called Somerset Rural
Youth Project.

If you could change one thing in
the industry what would it be? 
More support from the government
for the travel sector.

What's the best thing about your
job? 
Getting to meet wonderful travel
agents who support us.

What's a typical day like? 
I start the day with some social
media activity on our agent pages,
then look at brochure levels and
distribution. I’ll then plan my visits
for the week, co-ordinate any
marketing activity and plan our
weekly agent mailer.  

What skill are you most proud of?
My ability to engage with
people and explore ways
to increase business
volumes.

Where would you
most like to visit and
why? 
The Galapagos
Islands - to see all
the amazing
wildlife, the
Amazon
rainforest and
skiing in Alaska.

What are your hobbies? 
Skiing, cooking, playing tennis and
shopping!

What trait do you dislike in other
people? 
Arrogance.

What is your best quality? 
Product knowledge.

What's your most embarrassing
moment? 
Running along a train platform and
my skirt falling down!

If you could invent a new law, what
would it be? 
More holidays for all. 

What do you love about the travel
industry? 
There is always something different
going on and you get to meet new
people all the time, as well as the
‘travel’ aspect!

www.travelbulletin.co.ukFebruary 5 201616
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What's a typical weekend for 
you like? 
Socialising with friends over lots of
food and wine. 

What's your favourite
household gadget? 
My smoothie blender.

My guilty pleasure?
Shopping!“ ”
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Back-Roads Touring reveals its top
tours for solo women travellers
FOLLOWING RESEARCH by Back-Roads Touring that
reveals 73% of its solo travellers are women, the
company has disclosed its top tours for female travellers.
Offering cultural activities and learning experiences,

the operator has identified that such activities are
perhaps most valued within a group dynamic as they
often prompt debate and lively discussions. Feedback
also suggests that experiences such as food and wine
tasting are also more enjoyable in company, and can be
difficult to organise as a solo traveller. Moreover, there
are some locations the operator has identified that solo
female travellers may be less inclined to visit alone.
Hazel McGuire, general manager for the operator,

said: “With maximum groups of 18 people, our tours give
solo women the perfect opportunity to explore a wide
variety of destinations with a group of like-minded
people. It is great to see this increase in female single
travellers from the UK market; a group who previously
may have been reluctant to travel alone or as part of a
larger group. We believe new tours to locations such as
Morocco will also be popular amongst women who might
have felt intimidated visiting alone but feel safe as part of
a larger group.”
The three top tours for solo female travellers include

the four-day ‘Orkney & The Highlands’ from £793 per
person, with departures from May through to September;
‘Enchanting Southern Italy’ for seven days from £1,350
with additional dates departing on September 4 and 18;
and ‘Majestic Morocco’ priced from £1,465 for ten days on
selected dates between April and September.
Visit backroadstouring.com for more information.

escortedtrips

JAPAN LINKS TRAVEL, part of China Links Travel, has added five new tours to Japan for 2016 to
coincide with its new website and product team. For clients whose time is limited, a nine-day, semi-
escorted ‘Classic Japan’ tour offers the chance to discover the culture and landscape, with visits to
Tokyo, Kyoto and Mt Fuji and a cruise on Lake Ashi with an overnight stay at a traditional hot springs
hotel. Prices start from £1,397 per person for the semi-escorted tour, with a guide when required, but
the tour also offers plenty of free time for clients to explore. Visit japanlinkstravel.co.uk
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Mercury releases
new portfolio of
escorted tours

MERCURY HOLIDAYS has
released the latest edition
of its Escorted Tours
Brochure, including nine
new journeys.

To help customers
decide on the tour most
suited for them, all tours
have been rated based on
their activity level. They
range from level one,
Easy-going, where
travelling is only a few
hours per day with time to
relax; level two,
Intermediate, where there
is more travel involved and
up to four hours walking a
day; and level three, Let’s
Get Moving, which involves
using different modes of
transport for longer
durations, and the
possibility of altitude
change and uneven terrain.  

As an example of some
of the new tours on offer
for 2016, ‘Peru & Ecuador
Amazon Cruise’ is a 13-day
Let’s Get Moving tour
adventuring into the heart
of South America from
£2,495 per person, with
five departures across
August to November.

The operator is also
highlighting a variety of
tours with no single
supplement including the
new ‘USA – Spirit of the
West’ tour, from £1,595.

All tours include
scheduled flights from the
UK, all internal travel,
accommodation, specified
meals and entry fees to all
sights, all airport taxes and
security charges, plus local
English speaking guides
throughout.
Visit mercuryholidays.co.uk
or call 0800-877 8935 for
further information.

Save 25% with On The
Go’s Very Vietnam tour
RECOGNISED FOR its
natural beauty and unique
heritage, travellers can
explore Vietnam’s national
monuments and colonial
architecture with On The
Go Tours’ ten-day escorted
tour, complete with 
a 25% saving.

Priced from £1,099 per
person, ‘Very Vietnam’ is
available from this month
and includes seven nights'
three-star accommodation,
one night in a deluxe ‘junk
boat’, nine breakfasts, four
lunches, one dinner, 
a flight from Danang to
Saigon, a bicycle ride 
to Tra Que village 
and transfers. 

Also included is 
a Halong Bay Junk boat
cruise, guided tours of
Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hue, Ho
Ain, Mekong Delta and
Saigon, with all relevant
transfers and transport. 
Visit onthegotours.com or
call 020-7371 1113 for
more information. 
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REGENT HOLIDAYS has added Papua
New Guinea to its programme for 2016,
making it one of a handful of UK
operators offering holidays to the
destination, and one of an even smaller
bunch to offer group tours. 
The operator’s 12-day ‘Explore

Papua New Guinea’ departs on
October 19 and offers a mix of
traditional tribal encounters, jungle
exploration and sandy beaches. 
Designed to make it easier for

visitors to better understand the
country’s culture and tribal traditions,
the escorted tour offers opportunities to
witness events such as the Baining Fire
Dance which are sometimes not
accessible to independent travellers. 
In addition to this, there are

opportunities to sample food cooked in
an earth oven, witness a ghost dance
performance by the Asaro Mudmen and

even boil Megapode eggs in volcanic
heated water.
Stef Studley, the company's Asia

product manager, said: “People may
know us best for offering really unusual
Eastern Europe destinations, but we’ve
been offering Asia for more than 20
years now. 
"With a focus on escorted tours,

we’ve extended the programme
beyond Myanmar into Thailand,
Vietnam, Borneo and now Papua New
Guinea, as this is a country that is
ideal for travelling in a group. There is
so much to experience, including
meeting the fascinating Huli Wigmen
tribespeople, visiting an active volcano
and having your face painted at a
Tigibi village. Our jungle adventures
have been few and far between until
now, and Papua New Guinea really
fills a gap in our programme.”

The itinerary costs from £5,495 per
person, based on two sharing, and
includes flights, most meals,
transfers, accommodation throughout
and the services of a guide. It excludes
flights to Singapore, which are
available from £417 and can be
arranged through the operator.
For more information visit regent-
holidays.co.uk or call 020-7666 1244.

Trafalgar seeks the secrets of Myanmar
PART OF TRAFALGAR’S Hidden Journeys collection, ‘Secrets of
Myanmar’ is an 11-day journey into the Old Orient.
With a combination of favourable exchange rates and better

negotiated hotel rates due to the popularity of the programme
in 2015, the operator has been able to offer savings to guests
on its new programme of Myanmar guided holidays. 
Prices have been reduced from £2,645 to £2,318,

offering a saving of £327 per person, including an early
payment discount.
After being closed off to the rest of the world for nearly

60 years, Burma is welcoming tourists at an ever-
increasing rate, and this small group tour will enable
guests to take part in a traditional oil lamp lighting
ceremony in Yangon with the locals and learn how their
participation helps fund the pagoda's upkeep. 
The price includes ten nights' breakfast accommodation,

selected lunches and dinners, VIP entry to a number of sights,
the services of a travel director and transfers.
Visit trafalgar.com or call 0800-533 5619 for more information. 

Goroka Asaro Mudman
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Follow in Livingstone’s footsteps with The Travelling Naturalist
‘BIRDING IN LIVINGSTONE’S Footsteps’ is a new two-week birding trip in Zambia offered through The Travelling
Naturalist with ornithologist Frank Willem. 
With a maximum group size of eight, guests can explore Kasanka National Park by canoe and spend time at

the renowned Fibwe hide to observe the elusive sitatunga. 
En route to Bangweulu Swamps, one of the last strongholds of the curious shoebill stork, clients can see

where Livingstone’s heart was buried. 
Other highlights include game drives in South Luangwa, with the world’s highest population of leopard, and

discovering the birdlife and waterfalls of the Mutinondo Wilderness Reserve on foot.  
Departing on May 22, the trip is priced at £6,895 per person and includes flights, transfers, 14 nights’ full board

accommodation with drinks, ground transport and the services of a naturalist guide.   
Also new for 2016 is ‘Birds and Big Cats’ offering a two-week safari to some of India’s prime locations for bird

lovers and tiger enthusiasts, with stays in jungle lodges. 
Home to 600 bird species, guests can visit Corbett National Park and Ranthambore, best known for its tiger

sightings, but also for leopard, sloth bear, rhesus macaque and wild boar. Bharatpur, which straddles the north-
south avian migratory route, is also on the itinerary. Leading in at £3,495, the tour departs on November 12.
For more information call 0130-526 7994 or visit thetravellingnaturalist.com

Regent Holidays adds Papua New Guinea to programme for 2016

EXPLORE’S NEW eight-day ‘Highlights of Eastern Germany’ offers
a fast-paced journey from Berlin to Munich where guests can visit
the infamous Colditz Castle, travel by train to the city of Leipzig,
cycle along the Berlin Wall and enjoy beer tasting in the
Hausbrauerei Altstadth underground rock-cut beer cellars. Trips
depart between May and October with a special Christmas
markets departure in December costing from £999 per person.
Flights, seven nights’ breakfast accommodation, transport and the
services of a leader, driver and local guides are all included. Visit
explore.co.uk or call 0125-288 4723.
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Golden Eagle celebrates centenary of Trans-
Siberian Railway

TO MARK next year’s 100th anniversary of the completion of
the wholly Russian Trans-Siberian Railway, Golden Eagle
Luxury Trains is introducing one-off journeys along the
iconic route between Moscow and Vladivostok, in addition to
its classic Trans-Siberian Express journey. The two special
itineraries include the ‘Centenary Trans-Siberian Express –
Via BAM (Baikal Amur Magistral)’ and ‘Centenary Trans-
Siberian Express – Siberian Discovery’.

Via Bam is the first centenary departure (on June 5) and
travels through an area of natural beauty in Siberia on the
Baikal-Amur Magistral line. From Novosibirsk, the train
heads east through the Sayan Mountains on to the section
known as the Road of Courage, a name which marks the
many natural obstacles that were overcome during the
track’s 23-year construction. Stopping at remote towns,
where visitors are transported back in time to the days of
the Soviet Union, the train continues through the untouched
Tundra and on to Vladivostok. 

Prices are from £9,895 per person on all-inclusive,
including one night in Moscow, 12 nights on the Golden
Eagle and one night in Vladivostok. 

Siberian Discovery will visit some of the lesser-known
Siberian places and communities that together form this
route. Among them are Nerchinsk and Sretensk, two towns
where communities have survived far from the beaten track
of the main Trans-Siberian line. They offer a rare
opportunity to see how families exist and livelihoods are
maintained despite the isolation. 

Prices, which lead in at £9,895, are based on two sharing
an en-suite cabin in Silver Class on the Golden Eagle and
include all meals, wine, beer and soft drinks; fully guided
off-train excursions; porterage throughout; transfers; the
services of a tour manager; and gratuities. Flights are extra
and the tour departs on July 26. 
Visit goldeneagleluxurytrains.com for more information.

Holidays organised by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, 
New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton on Trent, Staffs, DE14 1SP. 
ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430. Prices are based on two people sharing a twin 
room. Additional entrance costs may apply.

To book; call 01283 744370
Visit: www.rivieratravel.co.uk/agents 

 Which? recommended provider for the last four years,  
   ‘topping the poll as best ‘group Holidays Company’. 

 More people would travel with us again than any of our  
   competitors*

 The industry’s Finest Tour Managers*
 Up to 15 different regional departures airports
 Over 50 regional rails stations available on our Eurostar  

   tours  
 Outstanding value for money – so much is included in

  the price

ABTA  No. V4744

*Source- Independent research in Autumn 2014 by PricewaterhouseCoopers  

To subscribe to our agents newsletter email:
agencysales@rivieratravel.co.uk  

BRUGES BY EUROSTAR
4 DAYS FROM ONLY £249PP
ICELAND
5 DAYS FROM ONLY £829PP
CLASSICAL SPAIN
7 DAYS FROM ONLY £539PP
LAKE COMO, ST MORITZ & THE BERNINA EXPRESS
8 DAYS HALF-BOARD FROM ONLY £829PP
SOUTH AFRICA
16 DAYS FROM £1,999PP OR 18 DAYS FROM £3,499PP
INDIA 
11 DAYS FROM £1,349PP OR 15 DAYS FROM £1,759PP

THE FINEST 
ESCORTED 
TOURS

AWARD
WINNING 

TOURS

escortedtrips

Acacia Africa offers deals on 
camping overland tours
ACACIA AFRICA IS offering discounts on selected
camping overland tours when booked before February
29, valid on all 2016 departures.
Clients can save £100 on tour durations between 13

and 20 days, £200 on expeditions lasting between 21 and
39 days and £300 for trips of 40 days or more.
Arno Delport, sales and marketing manager for the

company, said: “Obviously this is all the more reason for
clients to extend their journey in Africa. Our camping
overland tours are also especially attractive to the
growing number of solo travellers as there is no 
single supplement.”
Combining the best of Southern and East Africa, a 41-

day ‘Cape Town To Kenya’ itinerary covers seven
countries with wildlife highlights including 4X4 game
drives in the Serengeti and Mokoro safaris on the
Okavango Delta, with dive destinations Lake Malawi and
Zanzibar also featuring on the expedition. 
Costing £2,295 per person with no single supplement,

and £800 for an Adventure Pass, the price includes
transport, camping accommodation, most meals and
the services of a tour leader. Flights are excluded.  
Call 020-7706 4700 or visit acacia-africa.com for 
more information. 
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Rail trips at home and away with GRJ and Rail Discoveries
GREAT RAIL Journeys and Rail Discoveries have welcomed this year with an
assortment of new products, including a ‘South Africa’s Battlefields and Big Five 2017’
tour and ‘Isle of Wight 2016’.
Currently available for advance registration only, the South Africa tour delves into

the defining moments of the country’s infamous Anglo-Zulu War, with local experts
guiding guests through battle sites steeped in history. Combined with the experience
of a possible Big Five encounter, a two-night stay on a Rovos Rail train and the sights
of Cape Town, 11 days is priced from £3,795 per person through Great Rail with three
scheduled departures in 2017.
The only provider to offer an escorted tour to the Isle of Wight, Rail Discoveries’ five-day

holiday takes in the island’s charms, such as Needles Park, Osbourne House, Sandown,
Godshill and the Isle of Wight Steam Railway amongst others.
Priced at £395, six departures are scheduled between April and October.

For more information call 0800-240 4470 or visit greatrail.com or raildiscoveries.com 
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Single traveller Cyprus
offer from Cosmos
Tours & Cruises

COSMOS TOURS & Cruises
has added Northern
Cyprus to its European
‘Relax & Explore’ range of
touring holidays. 

With no single
supplement to pay, the
tour offers single
travellers value for money
with guided excursions
and most meals included. 

The eight-day ‘Discover
Northern Cyprus’ twin-
centre holiday is based in
Kyrenia and Famagusta
and offers departures
from March through 
to November. 

Relatively undiscovered,
the region offers the
opportunity to explore
sandy beaches, flora and
fauna and historical
towns and cities 
including Nicosia.  

Highlights include the
Monastery of Barnabas
and museum at the
Monastery of Apostolos
Varnavas; the ancient city
of Salamis; and Karpaz
Peninsula - including St
Andrews Monastery and
Kantara Castle. 

Also included is 
a walking tour of the
historical centre of
Nicosia, St Hilarion
Castle located 2,000ft
above sea level, the
Abbey of Bellapais and
the 18th century 
St Masa Monastery.

A March 22 departure
costs from £775 per
person including flights,
seven nights’ full-board
accommodation, 
guided excursions and
overseas transfers. 
Call 0800-440 2797 or visit
cosmostoursandcruises.co
.uk for more information.

DIAMOND RAIL HOLIDAYS has expanded
its programme of fully escorted rail
holidays for 2016 including a wider choice
of summer itineraries in Switzerland. 
The new tours offer the opportunity to

take in the Alpine scenery, with
departures available on dates between
May and September. 
As an example of new itineraries

available, a six-day ‘Swiss Spa, Zermatt 
& the Matterhorn’ option is based out of
the small spa resort of Ovronnaz and
includes visits to the car-free village of
Zermatt for a journey on one of the highest
railways in Europe to the summit of
Gornergrat, which offers breathtaking
views of the Matterhorn. The tour costs
from £1,189 per person, with departures
available in May, August and September.
Alternatively, ‘Glacier Express, Bernina

Express, Klosters & Wengen’ is a seven-
day journey on some of Switzerland’s
legendary railways including the Glacier
Express, the slowest express train in the
world; the Bernina Express, the highest
railway across the Alps; and the historic
Brienzer Rothorn steam train, departing
from the shores of Lake Brienz. 

Also included are visits to car-free
Wengen, at the foot of the Jungfrau, and
Klosters, complete with cable cars,
funicular railways and lifts to access the
surrounding peaks. The tour is priced from
£1,259 per person, with departures in June
and September.
Prices are based on two adults sharing

and include Eurostar travel from St
Pancras to Paris, onward rail journeys,
half-board accommodation throughout,
excursions, a Swiss card offering half-
price train journeys on free days and the
services of a tour manager. 
For more information visit
diamondrailholidays.co.uk or 
call 0844-544 7581.

Diamond Rail Holidays boosts Switzerland offering

Cape Town & Table Mountain from Signal Hil
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Win a £5000 
� tan holiday
in Jackpot January!

Every booking is a winner! 
If you don’t win one of the special daily prizes you will still get a 
£10 Love2shop voucher for every booking! 

To enter just email each booking reference to 
agentincentives@titantravel.co.uk within 7 days of making the booking. 
For full terms and conditions visit www.titanagents.co.uk

PLUS every booking entered will 
then go into our prize draw to 
win a £5,000 Titan holiday 
of  your  choice 
The more bookings you make, the 
more entries you get!

Prize draw every day throughout 
January and February 

Win Marc Jacobs purses, Michael Kors handbags, 
ipad mini2’s, Apple TV’s, Pandora bracelets, GHD’s, 
Cath Kidston suitcases and £200 Love2 shop vouchers. 

60 prizes to be won! 

(OH AND FEBRUARY!)
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THE DRAGON TRIP has introduced a new Japan
backpacking tour with opportunities to go off-the-
beaten-track with adventure leaders and explore the
destination's countryside and cultural experiences.
Travellers can see the main sights in Tokyo, Kyoto

and Osaka on a 12-day round-trip Tokyo tour for
£1,499, with opportunities to explore the countryside
and its shrines, along with temples and hiking trails.
Immersive adventure activities include climbing the
Takaosan Mountain, viewing Mount Fuji by pirate
ship and hiking through a bamboo forest. There’s
also a karate lesson, a calligraphy class, a visit to
the sumo district, an anime masterclass, trips to
local bath houses and karaoke. 
Alex Seigel, director for the company, said:

“Having taken more than a thousand people around
China, we were constantly being asked if it was

possible to do a similar trip in Japan. The
destination is the perfect place for adventure travel,
with a myriad of options for cultural discovery,
hiking and sampling new cuisine. 
"There seems to be an increasing trend in

adventure travel for people looking for opportunities
to get under the skin of a country and really
discover it. We have found travellers really want to
do activities that go beyond the standard tourist
options and enable them to have genuine
experiences.”
The price includes all transport, accommodation,

guiding, plus the majority of activities, but excludes
meals, drinks and flights. Two departure dates are
available on August 8 and September 12.
Call 0203-817 5974 or visit thedragontrip.com for
further information.
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Travelsphere introduces selection of new itineraries for 2016
SAFARIS IN KENYA, tours across Southern Africa, culinary holidays in Spain and a river cruise in Burma headline the
newly launched holidays from Travelsphere.
The operator’s options in Africa include a safari across the vast savannahs of the Samburu National Reserve and the

Masai Mara in Kenya. For nine days, adventurers will be surrounded by animals, be it tracking the ‘Big Five’ during six
game drives or relaxing beside Lake Naivasha. 
Lions, rhinos and elephants are all featured in the 14-day ‘Coast, Canyons and Dunes of Namibia’, with the unique

country also a focus in the ‘Southern Africa Explorer’; a 12-day journey through Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe,
which offers the opportunity to spot wildlife on safaris and during a cruise on the Zambezi River, as well as take in the
sights of the Okavango Delta and Victoria Falls.
Other itineraries take in South Africa from Cape Town to Durban and Johannesburg, along with a discovery of

Tanzania and Zanzibar while staying in luxury tented accommodation.
For 2016, the company has extended its river cruise programme featuring eight all-inclusive cruises through Europe

and a sailing on the Irrawaddy River in Burma. Meanwhile, the Pandaw River Cruise allows guests to cruise from
Mandalay to Bagan in colonial-style charm, with shore excursions that take in the highlights of Burma.
Christina Hunter-Locke, head of product for the brand, said: “We are seeing a real demand for holidays to the Far

East, particularly Burma. Our river cruise on the Irrawaddy allows customers to sail right through the heart of Burma,
while our ‘Golden Burma’ escorted tour takes in the main cities of Yangon, Bagan, Mandalay, Pindaya and Heho.”
As part of one of the company’s care initiatives, it also helps to support villagers living around the Inle Lake in Burma

by donating fishing boats and nets. 
In other product news, Italy remains one of the most popular destinations, and the company is featuring 24 tours this

year, nine of which are new for this season, including ‘Secret Lakes of Italy’ – an exploration of six secret beauty spots
and ‘Secret Puglia’, famed for the Truli houses and the Salt Paths.
The operator also reports that ‘foodie’ tours have become popular in recent years and has launched ‘Flavours of

Spain’s Basque Country’ and ‘Traditions & Tastes of Southern Spain’.
Contact travelsphere.co.uk for more information.

The Dragon Trip introduces new Japan backpacking tour

escortedtrips
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GUESTS CAN enjoy iconic sights and a mix of Old World charm
with vibrant city life on Leger Holidays’ Grand Tour of Eastern
Canada and USA. Priced from £2,395 per person, the 15-day
journey takes in the cities of New York, Boston, Quebec City,
Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and Washington D.C, with the chance
to see Niagara Falls, the quaint towns of the Amish Country and
the picturesque villages of New England. Departing on
September 6, the tour is fully-escorted from day four and
includes 13 nights’ accommodation with three continental
breakfasts, flights and transfers in the US.

Riviera introduces
Australian highlights

for 2017 
NEW FOR 2017 and
expanding on its
worldwide tour offering,
Riviera Travel has
introduced a 21-day
Australia tour from £3,699
and a 24-day ‘Top End’
extension from £4,699. 

Taking in the
destination's natural and
man-made wonders,
clients can visit the cities
of Melbourne, Adelaide,
Darwin, Cairns and
Sydney and experience
Barossa Valley wine
tasting, a visit to the
Flying Doctors Museum
and School of the Air,
sunrise and  sunset visits
to Ayres Rock, the
landscapes and forests of
the Blue Mountains, 
a catamaran cruise along
the Great Barrier Reef
and the domed geological
marvels of the Olgas.

In addition, there is the
option to take a hot air
balloon ride in the
outback at sunrise and 
a helicopter trip to see
the Twelve Apostles,
along with free time in
Melbourne, Cairns 
and Sydney.

Accommodation is in
handpicked hotels with
breakfast included, and
the tour also includes
lunch on the Colonial
Tramcar in Melbourne and
an Outback starlit dinner
at Alice Springs. 

Scheduled flights are
with Qantas from
Heathrow, Birmingham
and Manchester, with
Premium Economy
upgrades available from
Heathrow and Business
Class upgrades from 
all airports.
For details see
rivieratravel.co.uk/agents

African Pride
responds to demand
with exclusive small

group tours
AFRICAN PRIDE has
introduced a number of
exclusive escorted 
small group tours
following requests from
travel agents.

The tours have been
created to meet demand
from clients looking to
travel to Africa, but with
the reassurance of 
being escorted from start
to finish.

Liz Hall, the operator's
general manager, said:
“We have seen an
increase in requests from
agents to operate our
own fully escorted small
group tours. We have
created itineraries that
are full of exceptional
experiences using 
a range of quality and
typically local
accommodation, all of
which has been hand-
picked by our team. There
is a maximum of eight
clients on each trip,
ensuring an exclusive
small group experience,
something we know there
is a demand for.”

Four tour departures
are planned for this year
- a 19-night ‘South Africa
in Springtime’ tour
departing on September
19 for £5,497 per person;
‘Zimbabwe Highlights’ for
11 nights, departing on
October 10 from £5,740;
‘Wonders of Ethiopia’
departing on October 30
for 15 nights from £6,178;
and a ten-night ‘Rwanda:
Gorillas & Volcanoes’
which departs on
November 14 for £6,798.
More tours have been
planned for 2017 and will
be released later in 
the year.
To book or for more
information see african-
pride.co.uk 

Anatolian Sky Holidays combines
Cappadocia with Turkey’s historic sites
ANATOLIAN SKY Holidays’ new Turkey brochure is to feature
a new eight-day escorted tour that takes in Cappadocia with
a selection of other significant historical sites. 
Departing from Dalaman, the new ‘Cappadocia &

Beyond’ escorted tour visits several lesser-known sites en-
route from the coast to Cappadocia, including the recently
excavated site at Sagalosos. 
Two days are spent in Cappadocia, with visits to the

Goreme Open-Air Museum, the fairy chimneys of Love
Valley, a pottery demonstration in Avanos, and the
underground city at Derinkuyu, with the option to take part
in a hot-air balloon ride at dawn. 
Retracing the route back to the coast, the itinerary

includes a night in Konya, home of the ‘Whirling
Dervishes’; a tour of Pamukkale, with a visit to the site of
the ancient city of Hierapolis and the famous ‘cotton
castle’; a morning visit to Ephesus; and a boat trip along
the river at Dalyan. 
With the tour ending in Dalyan and the return flight from

Dalaman, clients have the option to extend their trip with 
a stay at one of the many resorts along the coast, including
Dalyan, Akyaka, Fethiye and Kalkan.
The tour is priced from £999 per person and includes

flights, transfers, transport, half-board accommodation, 
a guide, all entrance fees to sites and museums and the
river boat trip. 
To book or for more information visit anatoliansky.co.uk or
call 0844-273 3585.
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ALILA VILLAS SOORI, located in Bali’s
lesser-known southwest corner, has
launched a luxury 96-hour (four-night)
‘Blackout’ themed spa experience and stay,
inspired by the resort’s infinite expanse of
local black volcanic sand.
The retreat begins with a VIP helicopter

transfer from Ngurah Rai Airport to the
resort, followed by check-in at a Soori
Residence villa – a five-bedroom villa set
within landscaped gardens, open-air
pavilions, terraces and an infinity pool, and
framed by panoramic ocean views. 
Two butlers and two housekeepers will

be on hand to cater to guests’ needs, while

over the next 96 hours, couples will
experience a total of 16 spa treatments with
romantic excursions in between.
The experience culminates in a ‘Royalty

Revamp’, a day of beauty where guests are
styled to perfection, dressed in new custom-
tailored traditional Balinese garments and
treated to a Balinese royal banquet.
The package starts from £27,010 per

couple based on two sharing and includes
villa accommodation, all meals, spa
treatments and activities. 
To make a booking or for more information
email soori@alilahotels.com or visit
alilahotels.com 

luxuryholidays

Tokyo debut from The
Luxury Collection
Hotels & Resorts

THE LUXURY Collection
Hotels & Resorts, part of
Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide, has announced
that it will debut the
brand’s first hotel in Tokyo
this summer. 
The Prince Gallery Tokyo

Kioicho, due to open in July,
will be located in the heart of
the Kioicho neighbourhood,
marking the group’s second
property in Japan, following
the opening of Suiran in
Kyoto in April 2015.
President of Prince Hotel,

Shigeyoshi Akasaka, said:
“The demand for luxury
hospitality continues to be
on the rise in Japan,
especially as Tokyo
prepares to host the 2020
Summer Olympic Games
and the Paralympics. 
“We are confident that

this partnership with
Starwood will make the
hotel a magnificent
proposition for worldly
travellers seeking a unique
angle from which to
discover Tokyo.”
For more information visit
luxurycollection.com

‘Blackout’ spa experience at Bali’s Alila Villas Soori 

Private charter flights from Abercrombie & Kent 
ABERCROMBIE & KENT has launched ‘Wings Over the World’ - journeys across
Indochina, India and China that feature private charter flights.
The newly designed journeys enable guests to fly on an exclusively chartered plane

with a dedicated flight crew and an intimate group of no more than 14 to16 guests. It
means guests can enjoy hassle-free flight departures and arrivals and avoid long waits
at airports due to commercial flight schedules.
Phil Otterson, president of the operator, said: “Time is our most precious resource. We

carefully crafted these ‘Wings Over the World’ itineraries to allow travellers to get the
most from every day of their journey. By using privately chartered flights between stops,
guests not only arrive at their destination sooner, but with more time and energy for
what really matters – discovering the world.”
The new programme offers eight destinations in Southeast Asia, travelling on 

a Gulfstream G450 aircraft. 
Scheduled over 16 days between November 7-22, guests can explore the Buddhist

temples of Luang Prabang, take in the beauty of Ha Long Bay on an overnight cruise,
delve into Vietnam’s history in Ho Chi Minh City, see the Cu Chi Tunnels, ride like a local
by cyclo through Hanoi and travel by boat in Siem Reap. The trip is limited to 14 guests
and costs £20,276 per person.

NEW FOR 2016, Sardinian Places is offering Villa Petra Manna in Capriccioli, a prestigious location in the Costa Smeralda. The three-
bedroom property offers coastal views and is within close proximity of the beach. Features include an open plan lounge and dining area
which spills out into the garden, a private pool, barbecue, private parking, kitchen, Wi-Fi and air-conditioning. A seven-night stay
departing on May 14 costs from £1,179 offering a saving of £180 per person. For more information call 0148-986 6959 or visit
sardinianplaces.co.uk
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Croatia’s Čikat Bay offers 20% saving on luxury escapes
FOUND ON the picturesque Croatian island of Lošinj, Čikat Bay comprises of the
Alhambra and Bellevue five-star hotels and the private hire property, Villa Hortensia.
Following a multi-million euro investment, the resort is having a renaissance as 

a luxury destination and, for a limited time, is offering a special deal of up to 20% off
luxury accommodation.
Guests can choose from bed-and-breakfast, half-board and spa packages at the

boutique Hotel Alhambra and the contemporary Hotel Bellevue or, for a private luxury
retreat, opt for the Villa Hortensia, which is available for exclusive hire for up to 20
guests and comes complete with its own private concierge, butler and chef.
To take advantage of the deal, bookings must be made by February 28, valid for

stays between March 24 and June 30. 
For more information see cikatbay.com    

luxuryholidays

Mexico & Dom Rep
promotion from
Funway Holidays

FUNWAY HOLIDAYS is
promoting luxury holidays
to Mexico and the
Dominican Republic and
has put together some
special packages, including
the new Breathless Riviera
Cancun Resort & Spa
which opens in March.
The company is offering

14 nights at the all-
inclusive, five-star resort
in Mexico with prices from
£2,289 per person
including flights from
Gatwick with BA based on
two adults sharing and
travelling on May 11.
Rebecca Evans, senior

marketing executive for
the operator, said: “The
AMResorts in Mexico and
Dominican Republic are
not your average all-
inclusive resorts; they’re
something special and that
is seen everywhere - from
committed staff to the
guests who just can’t 
stay away. 
“All offer a high level of

luxurious, all-inclusive
accommodation with
reservation-free gourmet
dining, unlimited premium
drinks, world-class spas
and more.”
Visit funway4agents.co.uk
for further details.

Sample the Jewels of the Aegean with Insight Vacations
GUESTS CAN sail across Mediterranean waters to track down the birthplace of
Apollo, savour Michelin-starred cuisine in the shadow of timeless ruins and traipse
along the rim of Santorini’s caldera to arrive in the heart of Fira, on Insight
Vacations’ new ‘Jewels of the Aegean’ tour.
The luxury itinerary, upgraded to Luxury Gold status for 2016, travels through

Athens, Mykonos and Santorini, culminating in a celebration dinner at the
Michelin-starred Varoulko restaurant overlooking the Mikrolimano Marina. 
The package costs from £3,095 per person and includes flights from Heathrow

with British Airways, VIP UK airport transfers, nine nights’ bed-and-breakfast
accommodation, selected dining experiences, sightseeing, Exclusive Experiences,
luxury transport and a tour director. Departure dates are from April 30.  
Visit insightluxurygold.com or call 0800-206 1468 for more information.
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The Wilderness Collective launches
new Discovery Journeys programme
THE WILDERNESS COLLECTIVE is launching a new
programme of private and partially guided Discovery
Journeys for 2016. 
The collection of self-drive adventures offers 

a combination of independent discovery with privately
guided activities to reveal the best of Scotland’s
Highlands and Islands, complete with luxury
accommodation in four- and five-star hotels, country
houses and castles along the way.
As an example of trips available, a ‘Luxury Adventure

– Skye and the North West Highlands’ option involves
travel by car, canoe, bike, boat, sea kayak and on foot to
experience the mountains and coastlines of Scotland’s
North West. 
Staying in Fort William, Skye and Torridon, guests can

experience three very different locations from £2,275 for
six nights’ breakfast accommodation, which includes 
a two-night stay at the five-star Inverlochy Castle and
three days’ guiding. 
New breaks in the collection are also available to

trade partners at 15% commission.
For further information visit thewildernesscollective.co.uk

www.travelbulletin.co.uk

Call our specialists on  
0141 955 4000  
or visit  
agents.ifonly.net
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* Every If Only... 
booking included in 
our daily Fam Trip 
Prize Draw

Book with If Only...  
and you might win one of 36 
places on our Fam trips to 
Mauritius, Dubai or Oman*

luxuryholidays

Burj Al Arab Jumeirah is creating an expansive outdoor luxury
leisure concept called ‘North Deck’. The 10,000sq.m private deck,
due to launch in the second quarter of 2016, will fan 100m out into
the Arabian Gulf, providing guests with exclusive access to 32
cabanas, 400 sun loungers and expansive pools.
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malta&gozo

CLASSIC COLLECTION Holidays has added two new properties in Malta and Gozo for summer 2016.
The Osborne Hotel is housed in one of the palaces built by the Knights of the Order of St John inside
the city walls of Valletta, making it well placed for exploring the island’s capital. Prices for a three-
night breakfast stay, including flights and private transfers, start from £417 per person in May. On
Gozo, the operator has added the family-run, 48-bedroom Cornucopia Hotel close to the village of
Xaghra. A seven-night stay at the converted farmhouse in June starts from £624 per person. Visit
classic-collection.co.uk  

AS PART of its product offering for Malta,
Belleair has introduced a ‘Perfect Days’
wintersun programme, designed
specifically with the 50-plus holidaymaker
in mind. For those looking to escape the
winter chill, a selection of hand-picked,
fully hosted holidays on the Maltese coast
at Qawra are on offer, with stays at the
newly refurbished four-star Seashells at
Suncrest Hotel also available.
Holidaymakers looking to spend a month

or more away can also take advantage of the
operator’s ‘Long Stay Holidays’ with special
rates and discounts, free room upgrades,
reduced rates on half-board options and
other meal upgrades.
In other news, the operator has also

announced some changes for this year
including the introduction of new
destinations. The new programme offers
agents a choice of more than 20 European
and worldwide destinations for winter 2015
and summer 2016. 
Adding to its base expertise of Malta, Gozo

and Italy, the operator now offers agents the
opportunity to sell Greece, Turkey, Cyprus,
the Algarve, Madeira, Cape Verde, Spain’s
Canaries, Egypt, Morocco, UAE, South Africa,
Seychelles, Mauritius, Goa, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Las
Vegas and Florida.
The brochure also features more four- and

five-star accommodation across the new
portfolio, creating a more upmarket
programme for discerning travellers who are
looking for affordable luxury.
Also new is a Cruise and Stay programme,

with agents having access to cruise holidays
from companies such as Norwegian Cruise
Lines, Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines and

Carnival, with a fully bonded ATOL status
enabling independent agents the 
opportunity to package cruise holidays for
their customers. 
Craig Davidson, director of sales for the

operator, said: “We’re delighted and hugely
excited to be able to expand our portfolio on
this scale. To go from being experts in the
field for Malta, Gozo and Italy, to offering
more than 20 European and other worldwide
destinations is testament to our expertise
and a product of our continued commitment
to the trade. 
“Agents can feel confident that the same

expertise we offer with Malta, Gozo and Italy,
can be had with these new destinations. The
new programme will see us carry on working
with specialist hotels and ground handling
agencies, to ensure that the high levels of
service and expertise that go hand in hand
with our reputation continues.
“We are also extremely proud to be able

to expand our overall offering into the
cruise sector, and aim to bring the
expertise and bonding required to
effectively sell cruise packages to our agent
partners and their customers, making the
overall research and booking process 
a smooth, seamless experience.”

Programme additions & exclusive offers from Belleair 

Prestige Holidays
reports strong Malta

bookings
PRESTIGE HOLIDAYS has
seen a sharp increase in
business to the island of
Malta, with winter
bookings up 44% and
summer already showing 
a 58% increase.
Nicky Shafe, marketing

manager for the operator,
said: “Travellers are
booking places that they
are familiar with. There’s
a definite trend towards
safe and well established
destinations following the
events of last year and
Malta is benefiting 
from this.
“As well as being a safe

place to travel, Malta
offers good value for
money and is a short
flight from the UK. It also
features a high standard
of hotels and English is
widely spoken, all of
which is reassuring 
for travellers.”
The operator is offering

a week’s stay at the
Excelsior Palace from
£714 per person based on
an April 17 departure. It
includes breakfast
accommodation, easyJet
flights from Gatwick and
private transfers, as well
as a saving of £171 per
couple if booked by 
March 31.
Call 0142-548 0400 or visit
prestigeholidays.co.uk for
more information. Seashells at Suncrest Hotel, Malta
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malta&gozo

‘Glorious Gozo’ option from
Inntravel for £1,055

GUESTS CAN spend a week at
ThirtySeven Hotel in Munxar, Gozo,
a ten-roomed boutique guesthouse
where Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie
chose to stay during their ‘
delayed honeymoon’ while filming
By the Sea. 
Inntravel is offering a ‘Glorious

Gozo’ package from £1,055 per
person based on two sharing. It
includes seven nights’ breakfast
accommodation, five dinners, two
picnics, walking maps and route
notes, plus return ferry/taxis from
Malta Airport.
During the trip, guests can

explore the coastal scenery and
pastoral landscapes of Gozo on 
a variety of self-guided walks on the
paths that cross the island, and
make use of buses to access the
scenic and archaeological treasures.   
For more information call 0165-361
7000 or visit inntravel.co.uk 

MALTA’S FIVE-star Corinthia Hotel St
George’s Bay has unveiled ‘The Gozo
Movie Tour’, designed to showcase
the scenery of the Maltese
archipelago, chosen as the movie
location and honeymoon destination
by Angelina Jolie Pitt and husband
Brad Pitt for their latest movie ‘By
the Sea’. 
Following the footsteps of

‘Brangelina’, the package features 
a day trip to Gozo with transfers 
in chauffeur-driven private cars 
and speedboats. 
Jetting across to Gozo, the

speedboat takes a detour via
Comino, the smallest of the Maltese
islands, where guests can explore
the hidden spots where Brad and
Angelina would come to dive and
spend time on their private yacht
during their honeymoon.
Upon arrival in Gozo, a drive

through the scenic hills showcases
the rural beauty of the island with 
a key highlight being a visit to the
Mgarr-Ix-Xini Fjord, where the set

for the couple’s ‘By the Sea’ film
was built, followed by a visit to the
capital Victoria and Gharb, the
island’s oldest village. The final stop
is at the Azure Window to enjoy 
a sunset aperitif.
Optional activities that can be

added to the package include a four-
course dinner at the Ta’ Frenc
Restaurant in Gozo, costing £32 per
person (excluding beverages), and
an additional two-hour stop at the
Blue Lagoon and Crystal Lagoon on
Comino, with Prosecco and
traditional Gozitan snacks, costing
£15 per person.
The package leads in at £166 per

room, per night and is valid for
bookings of three nights or more. It
includes a choice of room category
accommodation, daily buffet
breakfast for two, transport to and
from the speedboat on the day of the
tour and full use of the spa facilities
at the Apollo Spa.
For more information visit
corinthia.com

Corinthia Hotel launches ‘Brangelina’ movie tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e can boo  WWe can book an

om Prices fr
e fan  ve ha avWWe ha

estige HoPr

 

 

y om any flight fr  ok an

y £269 at a 4 sta    onl
ers includin   ntastic off

er the best     ys off fer the best prices in Malta and Gozo lida ays off

 

 

y len   or an f for ant,, fy airpor

eek in or a w     ar hotel f       for a w
ey booking off  fers, ng earl

   prices in Malta and G

 

 

.yy. gth of sta   ay

ch. n Mar
ee night    frers,, fr

.       Gozo

 t   

 

 

 

 

 

 
ys.estigeholidaays.co.prwww

ys on 0   estige Holida ays on 01425 480400 orPr

y y g   

 
.uk/malta.co

  01425 480400 or

yy g   y,y p  

 

 

 

S07 0502 2016 Malta&Gozo_Layout 1  03/02/2016  13:46  Page 31

https://www.prestigeholidays.co.uk/


MERCURY HOLIDAYS’ ‘Malta & Gozo – Islands of Antiquity, Culture
and History’ fully escorted tour offers a nine-day journey that
takes in the palaces, cathedral and gardens of Valletta, the ‘silent’
ancient walled city of Mdina, Gozo's Megalithic temples of
Ggantija and the Three Fortified Cities of Cottonera, along with
picturesque towns and fishing villages. Costing from £595 per
person, a total of nine departures are available between April and
December, with the option to book an extended stay in Malta with
a three-night add-on in either Sliema or Valetta, from £169. Visit
mercuryholidays.co.uk to book or for more information. 
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Happy birthday to Liam, turning 18 

he’s officially a grow-up!

Liam Jackson
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liam.jackson@travelbulletin.co.uk
The thought of buying new jackets

We asked our staff the following question this week:

What's your top tip for surviving the winter months?

Crossword:
Across: Across: 1. JADE, 3. WARHOL, 7. BAVARIA, 9. RIO, 10. AYR, 11. RANDS, 13. IOM, 14. DAVID, 16. KLM, 17. COD, 18. DE-
TROIT, 19. LIZARD, 20. VERA. 
Down: 1. JO BRAND, 2. DOVER, 4. HURON, 5. LEO, 6. TRINIDAD, 8. AIR MALTA, 12. SUMATRA, 15. VADUZ, 16. KRONE, 17. CWL. 

Highlighted Word: JORDAN

Where Am I?: The Minack Theatre, Cornwall, UK

puzzlesolutions

Learn to dive with Dive Worldwide
GUESTS CAN join Dive Worldwide for a week’s stay at Sands
Apartments, located in the village of St Paul’s Bay, which
caters specifically for divers. 
After settling in, guests can check in with the Dive Centre to

begin the course, which takes four days in total and offers 
a mix of classroom, pool and open water diving in the sea in
order to complete the PADI Open Water Course qualification.
Prices are from £795 per person based on two sharing,

including seven nights’ self-catering accommodation,
flights, transfers, the PADI Open Water Course, tuition 
and equipment.  
Visit diveworldwide.com or call 0196-230 2087 for etails.

Travel Bulletin is published by 
Alain Charles Publishing (Travel) Ltd
University House, 11-13 Lower Grosvenor Place,
London, SW1W 0EX
Tel: 020-7834 666 
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There can be few places in the world which 
offer as much variety per square mile as 
Malta. Boasting 7000 years of history, it is a 

heart of the Mediterranean whose aristocratic 

capital, Valetta, is poised elegantly poised 
above its own grand harbour. Nearby on 
quiet, rural Gozo, you’re never more than a 
stone’s throw from the sparkling sea.

Fly direct from up to 19 UK airports  I  Private transfers included

MALTA&GOZO
Discover  Experience  Explore

a� orda� e luxury 

For more information on holidays to the Maltese Islands 
freephone 0800 008 7288 or visit www.classic-collection.co.uk
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